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The gains by racists in the recent Norwegian general election have set alarm bells 
ringing across Scandinavia. The results, which match Le Pen’s 15 per cent slice 
of the French vote, are very disturbing and in some ways are of more concern 
than the French situation. Across northern Europe the far right is developing a 
twin-track approach similar to the fascists’ tactics in Austria, with ballot box 
successes complemented by bombings and death plots aimed not only at black 
people and Jews but also at the very heart of government. 

Britain has just seen another horrific example of what open racism does. A 12- 
year-old white child is in hospital after being attacked by a large gang of Asians, 
some twice his age, after a white adult had incited him to shout racial insults at a 
couple of Asian children. Like the rats these people are, the inciter disappeared 
as the boy was beaten close to death. Searchlight says racial attacks from any 
direction are inexcusable. 

Victims of race hate are often let down by the criminal justice system. Another 
example was exposed when Judge George Bathurst Norman sentenced Mark 
Atkinson, a key Combat 18 activist, to only 21 months’ imprisonment. The 
judge’s excellent remarks against rate hate material and race haters were well 
received by the victims, the public and the media, but the law did not allow him 
to impose a longer sentence. The Attorney General still has to give his permission 
before charges are brought for serious race relations offences. Even when he does 
so, the Crown Prosecution Service seems strangely reluctant to hit the racists in a 
way that will put them behind bars for a long time. Could Atkinson not have 
been charged with multiple offences and given 21 months for each of them? One 
must also ask why Britain still has no centrally coordinated national police team 
which could investigate nazis of Atkinson’s ilk and their organisations more 
thoroughly. It is not that there are no good officers out there wishing to do such a 
job, it is that the present regionalised system is letting them down. Surely New 
Labour, tough on crime and its causes, should embrace such initiatives. 

One major reason why the nazis are able to continue disgorging their 
disgusting material is that the CPS has still made no moves to prosecute Anthony 
Hancock, the nazi printer responsible for most of the C18 and other publications 
that have contained hit lists. Let us hope that the Home Secretary and Attorney 
General will act soon and decisively, as the convictions of Atkinson and Gray 
have had no effect on the circulation of race hate material. 

The British National Party’s stated intention last month to start up its “Rights 
for Whites” campaign in east London months ahead of next year’s local elections 
has led to widespread reaction from local anti-racist groups across the capital. 
East London is where the BNP saved two deposits at the last general election and 
had one local councillor, albeit for a short time. The battle to stop Tyndall’s thugs 
starts now, not with outsiders parachuting into the area but by solid local 
community work backed up by support from the broader anti-fascist movement. 


en nnn nn nn nnn nn nn nnn nn nnn nnn nn nnn 3 3 on on nen = +--+ =o == -- === - 5-5 == +--+ +--+ +--+ +--+ +--+ = +--+ +--+ === = 5 


Please make me a subscriber to Searchlight 


| Nemeomaaeene FE Seg RARE eee: Oe aR ee eae 3. Ree mapas eee re ace 
PROC OSS Succtite cet cette ree eee REN cure eet eee, Sree!) he Make eek deems 


Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box 
| UK: Europe: 
i Individuals £18 LJ Individuals £24 
| Students, senior citizens Organisations £32 
and UB40 (please send Outside Europe: H 
i evidence of entitlement) £13 (| Australasia& SE Asia£40 [J 
Organisations £26 Other countries £35 









































Donations © ................ Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. 
: Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Postgiro or IMO. 
7 Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. i 


Nemes and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the | 
| Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 


British link exposed as 
Danish C18 terrorists 
jailed for letter bombs 


month for their involvement in a neo-nazi bomb plot at the beginning of 


T hree members of a Combat 18 unit from Denmark were convicted last 


this year. The case, which has shocked Denmark, highlights the willing- 
ness of some C18 members to adopt terrorist tactics and their increasing interna- 


tional connections. 


Thomas Nakaba, Michael Volder and Nicky Steensgaard were convicted of 
making three bombs destined for Britain. Nakaba was sentenced to eight years 
while the others each got three years. The court heard evidence that British neo- 
nazis masterminded the bomb plot, although the prosecutor told journalists that 
there was insufficient evidence to convict them in a Danish court. 


The bombs, addressed to Sharron Davies, 
Anti-Fascist Action in London and Michael 
Leigh, a fellow neo-nazi, were intercepted 
after Nakaba posted them in Sweden. At 5am 
on 18 January, the day after he posted the 
packages, armed police raided Nakaba’s 
house to arrest him. He shot one officer in the 
groin before being taken into custody. 

Nakaba is a member of C18 and, according 
to Danish police, head of the group’s 
Copenhagen cell. He first met C18 at the 
Hess demonstration in Roskilde, Denmark, in 
1995, although he has been a neo-nazi skin- 
head since his schooldays. He joined the 
DNSB, run by Jonni Hansen, in 1987, when 
he was only 17. Hansen, who desperately 
tried to distance himself from Nakaba during 
the trial, claimed that Nakaba left the party in 
1995. 

Nakaba told detectives that he was greatly 
impressed by C18 and in particular by the 
man who later gave him the explosives. He 
also told the police that C18’s music opera- 


tion brought in over £100,000 a year and that 
the group was feared across Europe. 

It is unsurprising that Nakaba found C18 
attractive as he and C18 have equally horrific 
records of violence. His criminal record 
stretches back to 1988 and includes convic- 
tions for violence, vandalism, theft, forgery 
and possession of drugs. He has already 
served three jail terms. 

At first Nakaba denied all knowledge of the 
bombs, but after being shown surveillance 
evidence, including tapes of telephone con- 
versations, the hit list and the gloves he wore 
to assemble the bomb, he made a full confes- 
sion on 20 January. At that stage he and the 
police thought that the explosive was gen- 
uine. This and the fact that he shot an arrest- 
ing officer meant that he faced the prospect of 
life imprisonment. 

Nakaba told the police that he had received 
the gun and explosives from two C18 mem- 
bers from London. For legal reasons 
Searchlight cannot name the alleged ringlead- 





One of the Danish nazis’ British linkmen: Darren Wells (centre, foreground) with 
fellow nazis supporting an Ulster loyalist march in London 
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Nakaba in action in a nazi riot in 
Denmark, something he will unable to 
do for many years to come 


er, but the C18 supporter who accompanied 
him was Darren Wells, a former Chelsea 
Headhunter football hooligan, who had 
become increasingly involved in C18’s nazi 
music company, ISD Records. Nakaba 
claimed the two men had originally come to 
Denmark to discuss the future of ISD 
Records, but during their visit produced the 
explosives and a Czech-made automatic pis- 
tol. He claimed that the Englishmen had 
picked up the explosives in Poland. 

This view seemed to reinforce the original 
police intelligence from Scotland Yard which, 
on 14 January, contacted its Danish counter- 
parts with the news that C18 was entering a 
bombing phase with explosives brought in by 
one of the Englishmen. 

Nakaba also claimed that during this trip 


-one of the Englishmen suggested that Nakaba 


accompany him to Sweden to kill a leading 
figure in Nordland Records. Nordland, 
Nakaba told the court, had long been an 
enemy of C18 and the assassination attempt 
was part of a long running feud. Nakaba 
claimed that he was afraid to travel into 
Sweden with the gun and talked the Londoner 
out of the trip. Nakaba did not say that he 
opposed the idea of killing the Swede. 

Nakaba told the police and court that dur- 
ing December he came to London to finalise 
the plans. When asked for more details of this 
trip, the Dane claimed that he could not 
remember. “The police have told me so many 
things, I can’t remember what I know or they 
have told me,” he told the court. On a number 
of important matters Nakaba claimed that his 
memory had lapsed. 

What is certain is that on 14 January the 
Danish police liaison officer at the European 
intelligence clearing house in Germany 
received information from his British coun- 
terpart that C18 was entering its bombing 
phase. The telephone number of Nakaba and 
passport number of one of the British C18 
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One of the instigators of the Danish nazis’ bombing campaign was Marcel Schilf 
(left), the main Danish contact of Combat 18 in Britain. Police found several 
bombs at his home when they raided it in 1992. Unfortunately the liberal Danish 
courts did not see fit to give him more than a short suspended sentence 


supporters were given to the Danish police, 
together with information about the 
explosives. 

On the same day the Danish police received 
permission to tap Nakaba’s telephone. 
Several conversations were replayed in court, 
one involving a discussion between Nakaba 
and a C18 supporter in London. 

“Have you sent me the messages?” Nakaba 
was asked. 

“Yes,” he replied. 

“Promise,” he was asked again. 

“Yes, I promise,” he repeated. 

“F***ing brilliant,’ said the Londoner. 
“The rest of them are wimps. They are all 
wankers. There’s only a few of us, but as 
soon as this is done we can go on and do 
more important stuff.” 

When asked to clarify certain parts of the 
conversation, Nakaba told the judge that he 
did not know what the Englishman was talk- 
ing about. “But you answered yes,” objected 
the judge. “I always answer yes to him but I 
often don’t know what he actually says,” 
Nakaba replied. 

Nakaba told the court that he felt threatened 
by this man and that left to himself he would 
not have sent the packages. The prosecutor 
claimed that rather than being a victim, 
Nakaba knew exactly what he was about to 
do: “[he] doesn’t sound threatening, just 
encouraging”. “You don’t know [him],” 
Nakaba responded. 

The day after the telephone conversation 
with London, Nakaba and his co-defendants 
set about making and posting the bombs, 
which were hidden in video cassettes. 
Unfortunately for the three men, the police 
had them under constant surveillance. As 
soon as the packages were retrieved from the 
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post box, the order was given to arrest the 
men. 

During the subsequent raids, police found 
an arsenal of weapons, ammunition and C18 
literature. They also recovered the gloves 
worn by Nakaba to make the bombs and the 
hit list. Stupidly, Nakaba had disposed of 
them in the communal bin at the flats where 
he lived. At one of the other defendants’ 
homes, police found a block of plastic explo- 
sive, although forensic examination later 
revealed that this was only training explosive 
and so harmless. 

The police did not notify Nakaba of the 
forensic examination until the middle of 
April, during which time he had been kept in 
solitary confinement for three months. On 
discovering the truth about the explosive, 
Nakaba attempted to withdraw his confes- 
sion, claiming that he and the C18 members 
in London knew that it was fake and they had 
only intended to scare the targets. This did 
not impress the trial judge who grew increas- 
ingly impatient at Nakaba’s backtracking dur- 
ing the hearing. 

In court Nakaba took full responsibility for 
the Danish end of the operation, although he 
piled the blame on C18 in London. The other 
two defendants were simply friends and 
should not be blamed for what took place, he 
told the court. One was his brother-in-law, a 
heavily tattooed 22-year-old, who also has a 
long history of violence and neo-nazi 
involvement. The other was not known to be 
a right-winger. A slightly sad character, he 
was addicted to cannabis, a dependency that 
embroiled him in the bomb plot. However, 
both men’s fingerprints were found on the 
bomb. Only Nakaba wore gloves. 

The failed bomb plot provides an insight 
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Nakaba’s trial has led to demands for 
the prosecution of Schilf and his race 
hate music company, NS88 Records 


into the growing internationalism of the most 
violent elements of the European nazi move- 
ment. It follows a pattern that has been set 
over the past five years of nazis from differ- 
ent countries working together in terrorist 
conspiracies and the sending of letter or 
parcel bombs. 

Swedish neo-nazis have sent a number of 
similar packages to opponents of their move- 
ment during the past few years. In Austria a 
similar bombing campaign was launched in 
1994, its victims including the mayor of 
Vienna and leading investigative journalists. 

Another Danish citizen has led the way in 
this strategy. Marcel Schilf, owner of NS88 
Records and a strong supporter of C18, has 
been an active bomb maker. He became a 
leading member of Crionics, a group special- 
ising in computer hacking, telephone fraud, 
explosives and bombs. 

In 1991 Peter Simonsen manufactured five 
litres of acetone peroxide, a liquid used to 
produce explosives. Schilf and Simonsen 
used some of it to make bombs and sold the 
rest to neo-nazi friends at a new year’s party 
in Berlin. 

Police raided Schilf’s home in March 1992, 
the morning after a letter bomb killed Henrik 
Christensen, a 29-year-old International 
Socialist activist, at the group’s office in 
Copenhagen. There they found a powerful 
homemade bomb, 10 to 15 smaller bombs 
and bomb-making materials. 

The Nakaba case has also highlighted the 
neo-nazis’ intention to use Denmark as a base 
for their activities because of its liberal laws. 
When the first wave of nazi letter bombs hit 
Austria in December 1993, Austrian police 
suspected that Danish neo-nazis helped neo- 
nazis in Brandenburg to manufacture the 
bombs. German neo-nazis had visited Schilf’s 
home town days before the bombs were post- 
ed and Cornelia Zoppoth, a member of the 
Austrian team investigating the bombings, 
told the German magazine Focus that the 
ignition devices in the bombs came from 
Denmark. But the Danish police rejected this 
theory because, they said, the Austrians were 
not known to them. 


Two Austrians later convicted for the 
bombings were eventually found hidden in 
Denmark after returning from a spell in South 
Africa. 

The trial comes shortly after increasing evi- 
dence of collusion between C18, Schilf and 
one of Sweden’s most violent neo-nazi 
groups, the Aryan Brotherhood. Based in 
Gothenburg, the Aryan Brotherhood is a 
prison organisation representing some of the 
most dangerous nazis around. It includes sev- 
eral murderers, such as Daniel Karlsson and 
Géran Gullvang, who were convicted of stab- 
bing a gay man 60 times in 1990 (see 
Searchlight, September 1997). 

In June the Swedish Justice Minister 
received a parcel containing several sticks of 
dynamite. On the back of the package were 
the words “Combat 18”. Nicklas Lofdahl, 23, 
who has been charged with sending the bomb, 
was on home leave from prison at the time. 
Despite his young age, L6fdahl has a record 
stretching back to the mid 1980s when he was 
only 13 years old. In 1995 he was sentenced 
for possession of an armed weapon, actual 
bodily harm and grievous bodily harm after 
stabbing a man in Gothenburg. 

In a letter in the first issue of Blood and 
Honour Scandinavia, produced by Schilf, 
Léfdahl condemns activists who criticise ter- 
rorist tactics. He directs particular venom at 
Pajan, a Gothenburg skinhead aligned to the 
Nordland operation. It was Pajan that one of 
the English C18 members wanted Nakaba to 
help him kill during the Englishmen’s visit to 
Denmark. 

Most commentators were pleasantly sur- 
prised at the long sentence given to Nakaba, 
as many believed he would only get four or 
five years. The prosecution had asked for ten, 
but privately believed that this was unrealis- 
tic. It is widely thought that the severity of 
the sentence will act as a deterrent to Danish 
neo-nazis, at least in the short term. 

The fallout from the trial, unusual as it is in 
Denmark, has already had repercussions. In 
the days following the sentence, the media 
and anti-fascists demanded the prosecution of 
Schilf and NS88 for the distribution of highly 
racist and provocative music. 

Many commentators are challenging the 
liberal laws which have allowed the likes of 
Schilf to operate. Much of the media’s atten- 
tion has been focused on the Barbecue in 
Rostock CD, performed by the British neo- 
nazi band No Remorse and produced by ISD 
‘ Records. This highly illegal CD has already 
given C18 problems in Britain. Now it could 
result in the downfall of Schilf. But even if he 
is convicted, it is unlikely that Schilf would 
be sent to prison. He is suffering from cystic 
fibrosis and is believed to have only a few 
more years to live. 

The two Englishmen behind the terror plot 
will probably escape justice. Although the 
prosecutor confirmed she would be sending 
the papers to the British authorities, it seems 
unlikely that the pair will be convicted. The 
Danish police investigating the case claimed 
that they wanted to press charges but as the 
plot was hatched in Britain there was insuffi- 
cient evidence to convict them in Denmark. 
To do so would have required Nakaba to tes- 
tify against his C18 comrades, a course of 
events one person involved in the prosecution 
case thought unlikely. 






Nazi cowards terrorised 
Frank Bruno’s mother 


ment on two counts of producing “threatening, abusive and insulting” 


A leading Combat 18 member has been sentenced to 21 months’ imprison- 


material likely to stir up racial hatred. Mark Atkinson and another C18 
supporter, Robin Gray, were convicted for their involvement in producing and 
distributing a C18 hate sheet, The Stormer. 


Passing sentence Judge George Bathurst 
Norman stated: “In 37 years in the law I have 
never encountered such vile outpourings of 
hatred and incitement to violence as recorded 
in these magazines”. He appealed to MPs to 
pass laws that would carry stiffer penalties. 

Directing his anger at Atkinson, the judge 
said: “Parliament has fixed the maximum 
penalty for this type of offence as two years. 
It may be that Parliament should look again at 
the activities of such as you and reconsider 
whether the maximum sentence is sufficient — 
because in my view it is not. 

“The purpose,” he continued, “was clearly 
aimed at stirring up racial hatred and violence 
not only against racial, ethnic and religious 
minorities and their supporters, but also tar- 
geting and naming specific individuals within 
these sections of our society. 

“We are entitled to live in our own homes 
and walk our streets free from such conduct 
no matter what our race, colour or creed.” 

The Stormer was a product of C18’s west 
London unit, of which Atkinson was a lead- 
ing member. Atkinson’s rise through the 
ranks of C18 has taken place since 1994. He 
was formerly involved with the Invisible 
Empire of the Ku Klux Klan until he and its 
other leaders were exposed in a joint investi- 
gation by Searchlight and the Sunday People. 
He then became involved in the British 
National Party, but moved over to C18 soon 
after its launch. 

The arrests of Atkinson and Gray came 
during dawn raids last summer. Gray, a for- 
mer National Front election candidate, was 
convicted of possessing The Stormer with a 
view to distributing it. Sentence was 
adjourned for reports. Gray had only recently 


The man who cannot spell “dog”: a younger, podgier and hairier Mark Atkinson 


been released from prison after being convict- 
ed for violence following an attempted Blood 
and Honour concert in London in 1994. 

When police raided Gray’s home they 
found a floppy disc which fitted his computer. 
It was found to contain the unpublished sev- 
enth issue of The Stormer and its mailing list. 
When asked about the magazines, Gray told 
officers: “Dunno mate. Never seen them 
before”. However he found it difficult to 
explain how his fingerprints were all over the 
material and why of the several hundred 
copies found in the house 89 were in his bed- 
room. 

During a police interview Gray was asked 
whether Atkinson was behind the magazine. 
Gray told the police, to the great amusement 
of the court, that as Atkinson could hardly 
read or write, for him to be the editor of a 
magazine was unlikely. He told the police 
that one morning Atkinson had left a note for 
him requesting: “Please could you feed the 
dog”. Gray told the officer that he could 
understand that Atkinson might have trouble 
with the word please, which after all had six 
letters, but to spell the other words wrong 
said something. 

The police also raided the homes of Warren 
Glass, a BNP candidate who is close to C18, 
and Darren Crew, another west London nazi 
activist, but they were later released without 
charge. 

The Stormer was one of C18’s most hard- 
line publications. Page after page contained 
lists of opponents and urged C18’s supporters 
to harass and attack them. The magazine pub- 
lished photographs of its targets and simple 
bomb designs. 

The Stormer regularly carried football 


(centre) exposed on the pages of Searchlight in July 1990 as a Klan activist who 


desecrated Staines synagogue 
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reports, concentrating on inci- 
dents of football hooliganism. 
This was largely due to the 
strong presence of Chelsea 
Headhunter hooligans in the 
west London C18 circle. It was 
The Stormer which carried on an 
unrelenting campaign against 
Ross Fraser of the Chelsea 
Independent football fanzine. He 
suffered two serious attacks by 
C18. Atkinson was involved in 
both incidents. 

One witness in court against 
the C18 men was Lynette Bruno, 
the mother of Frank Bruno. She 
was targeted for a campaign of 
prolonged abuse and harassment 
after The Stormer published her 
name. It began with a letter say- 
ing: “Go home and die”, but this 
was soon followed by a series of 
terrifying telephone calls. One 
caller shouted: “Bang. It is that 
easy to blow your head off’. 

Mrs Bruno, a lay preacher, 
told the court how she endured 
many sleepless nights following 
the abuse and more than a year 
later was still too scared to go 
out of her house alone. Eventually she was 
forced to move home. 

Politicians have reacted angrily to the case. 
Simon Hughes, MP, backed the judge’s call 
for tougher laws. “I am sure there will be a 
widespread wish to change the law to 
increase the maximum permitted sentence for 
dealing with this very serious sort of pervert. 

“Anybody who spends their time producing 
literature, and dispatching it, that is so overtly 
racist and violent is as worthy of a very tough 
sentence as the people who smuggle drugs 
into the country or lay the plans for serious 
personal attacks.” 

What is clear, however, is that the police 
raids and arrests of 1996 did nothing to stop 
the outpourings of such material by both fac- 
tions of C18. Issues of The Stormer since 
Atkinson’s arrest appear still to have been 
produced in west London. The mini publish- 
ing empire controlled by Steve Sargent, now 
effectively the national organiser of David 
Myatt’s National Socialist Movement, is 
churning out publications such as The 
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Rob Gray, reading Searchlight. The curse of Searchlight has clearly descended upon him 


Scorpion which contain instructions to bomb 
and maim. 

The most recent issue of The White 
Dragon, which appears to be the NSM’s 
house journal, includes vile attacks on Diana, 
Princess of Wales written after her death. The 
sight of thousands of people of all races at her 
funeral, showing their grief for a person who 
had campaigned, in a wholly colour-blind 
manner, on issues such as landmines, the 
homeless and Aids, clearly blew the small 
minds of Sargent and his friends. In a tele- 
phone call to Searchlight’s editor from a pub 
in Holborn, central London, they screamed 
abuse that ranged from: “What were all those 
filthy yids and blacks doing at her funeral?” 
to racist remarks about the Princess’s choice 
of friends — a foretaste of The White Dragon’s 
rantings. The cross-racial unity visible at the 
Princess’s funeral clearly left the nazis feeling 
very isolated. 

The growing number of nazis being arrest= 
ed and convicted for their activities should act 
as a deterrent to all but the craziest among 





them. On 15 September, a few days after 
Atkinson’s sentencing, Darren Wells, another 
key C18 activist, was locked up by a court in 
Scotland for three months for possession of 
an offensive weapon — a knife. 

Soon after a bomb was sent by nazis in 
Denmark to Scotland’s leading nazi Steve 
Cartwright, another Scottish nazi, Gus 
McLeod, was targeted by London C18 
activists who accused him of some transgres- 
sion. Despite threats of serious mayhem, in 
the end all these heroes could come up with 
was graffiti scrawled on McLeod’s front door. 
Wells was caught fleeing in possession of the 
weapon. While Wells may be beyond the 
reach of the Danish courts, nearer to home his 
luck had run out. 

From the BNP, Nick Griffin and Paul 
Ballard are nearing trial, and from the even 
more extreme edges of the far right, Paul 
David “Charlie” Sargent and Martin Cross 
face murder charges at Chelmsford Crown 
Court in a trial due to start on 13 January next 
year. 
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Left: two editions of the Combat 18 hate sheet forwhich Atkinson and Gray were convicted. Right: two more nazi publica- 
tions that would merit police interest. The Scorpion is published by Steve Sargent and The White Dragon by Sargent in 
conjuction with the nazi satanist David Myatt 
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‘Pepper’s theory sneezed at © 


role of a leading BNP activist, Sid 

Carthew, in the campaign to clear James 
Earl Ray, the convicted killer of Martin 
Luther King. During recent months, this cam- 
paign has accelerated, with the support of 
some members of King’s family. 

Ray’s lawyer, Dr William Pepper, has con- 
tinued to rely heavily on Carthew’s testimony 
as a central pillar of his case, even though 
Pepper now knows that Carthew is a veteran 
nazi with established ties to some of the 
American racist groups suspected of complic- 
ity in the killing. 

Throughout his recent appeals, Ray has 
stuck to the story that he was set up by a mys- 
terious arms dealer known to him as “Raoul” 
or “Raul”. Although this individual has never 
been traced, Pepper has assembled a handful 
of witnesses who claim to have encountered 
him in various places at various times. 
Carthew is the only witness whose testimony 
closely tallies with Ray’s account. 

Jim Lesar, a Washington lawyer and assas- 
sination “expert”, who represented Ray in the 
early 1970s, wrote a detailed analysis of 
Pepper’s case in the Washington Post on 8 
June. He stated: “I find the Raul affi- 
davits persuasive, in particular because 
the witnesses are unconnected to Ray or 
each other. One is Sid Carthew, a seaman 
in the British merchant navy. On shore 
leave for a week in the fall of 1967, he 
frequented the Neptune Bar in Montreal, 
where Ray says he met Raul. While 
there, a man introduced himself as Raul 
and tried to sell Carthew some stolen 
military weapons. When he was recently 
shown a _ selection of photographs, 
Carthew picked out the same man identi- 
fied by Ray as Raul. ... It seems unlikely 
that witnesses from such diverse circum- 
stances would all independently select 
the same photograph, and that their 
added bits of information would cohere 
so well if they were not, in fact, telling 
the truth ...” 

Seventeen months after we exposed 


I: January 1996 Searchlight exposed the 


Carthew’s background — both in Searchlight 


and in telephone interviews with Pepper — he 
‘ was still being wheeled out as a reliable and 
independent witness. 

Lesar and Pepper choose to see Carthew as 
a simple sailor who just happened to be in the 
right place to confirm Ray’s testimony. In fact 
his nazi career spans more than 30 years and 
he has built links with international nazis and 
other racists, both as a member of the original 
British National Party and as a regional 
organiser for its equally criminal modern 
namesake. While serving in the Merchant 
Navy, he was deported at least once for 
involving himself with fascist activity in 
South America. 

Before Carthew’s convenient appearance, 
Pepper’s main witness for his Raoul theories 
was Jules Ron Kimbel. Although Pepper has 
since dropped Kimbel as unreliable, he fails 
to mention that Kimbel had a close involve- 
ment with the Ku Klux Klan. At crucial peri- 








Dr Pepper: may have lost some of his 
fizz after a man he claimed was dead 
surfaced alive and kicking on 
American television. Below: Pepper’s 
prime witness, Sid Carthew (left). 
What does John Tyndall, the BNP 
leader, (between two police officers) 
have to say about Carthew’s 
admissions of gun-running and his 
association with American white 
supremacists in the 1960s? 









Spotlight. In other words Lane, like so many 
others in the Ray camp, is up to his neck in 
antisemitism, racism and blatant nazism. 

In his piece for Carto’s racist rag, Lane 
states that the prosecution case against Ray 
was — because of his guilty plea — “unre- 
strained by the rules of evidence”. This may 
well be so, and it may equally be true that the 
assassination was the result of a conspiracy 
rather than a lone gunman, and that this con- 
spiracy was assisted by the US authorities, 
perhaps even by those at the top of the FBI. 

But what is also clear is that Ray’s defend- 
ers have been equally “unrestrained” by any 
of the normal rules followed in the pursuit of 
historical truth and justice. 

Lesar, supporting Pepper, regards Carthew 
as a “persuasive” witness, mainly because he 
is “unconnected” to other aspects of the case. 
Pepper fails to mention the nazi background 
and connections of Carthew, Kimbel and Ray. 
Lane is openly on the payroll of another 
bunch of nazis. Could this be mere incompe- 
tence, or something more sinister? Far from 
seeking the truth behind the King assassina- 
tion, are Ray and some of his confederates 
trying to ensure that a real conspiracy remains 

_ forever obscured? 

ABC television’s Turning 
Point exposed Pepper to 
ridicule in June when its 
researchers produced Billy 
Eidson, a former US army 
officer, claimed by Pepper 
to have been a second gun- 
man held in readiness in 
case Ray failed. In his 
book, Orders to Kill, 
Pepper had asserted that 
Eidson was murdered by 
US federal agents, intent on 
ensuring his silence. In a 


classic confrontation, 
Eidson appeared in the 
ABC studio to inform 


Pepper that he was still 
alive and to deny any role 
in the assassination. 





meetings with Klan leaders, including four 
Grand Dragons. 

Jerry Ray, the brother of the convicted 
assassin, has been increasingly prominent 
alongside Pepper as the campaign has gath- 
ered pace. At the time of the assassination, 
Jerry Ray was an activist in the National 
States Rights Party, a group of hard-core 
racist criminals led by Dr Ed Fields and J B 
Stoner. Fields and the NSRP have enjoyed 
cordial exchanges with British nazis, includ- 
ing the BNP leader John Tyndall. In 1994 
Fields spoke in London at a memorial dinner 
organised by Sir Oswald Mosley’s surviving 
fascist blackshirts. 

There may be room for argument about 
Pepper’s agenda. Not so that of his predeces- 
sor as Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane. For some 
years Lane has worked for Willis Carto’s 
Liberty Lobby, and last month he wrote an 
article defending Ray for Carto’s journal, The 


ods in the Ray-Raoul story, Kimbel held 


Jesse Jackson and some other black com- 
munity spokesmen have recently expressed 
scepticism about Ray’s case, suspecting that 
Ray is still not telling all he knows about the 
real conspirators. Reverend Jackson has said 
that if Ray “cannot get beyond the mysterious 
figure called Raoul, he does not warrant 
another trial”. 

Early in September, Pepper was pushing 
two further lines in Ray’s defence. The gun 
which Ray had claimed he was given by 
Raoul as part of the set-up is now, 
according to Pepper, not the murder weapon 
after all. Courts and ballistics experts are 
still arguing over test results. Should this 
angle fail, Pepper will try to exploit legal 
technicalities relating to Ray’s original guilty 
plea. 

Meanwhile, the investigative author Gerald 
Posner is preparing another book on the case, 
and is likely to take a dramatically different 
line from Pepper’s. 
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Court martial declares racist 
abuse will not be tolerated 


One of a group of soldiers who chant- 
ed racist abuse at two black women 
has been jailed and thrown out of the 
army. 


Private Kenneth Bragg, 24, of the Cheshire 
Regiment, admitted two charges of using 
threatening, abusive and insulting words to 
Susan Hunter and her sister, Angela Demayer, 
at a party two years ago. He was sentenced to 
112 days’ detention. 

Up to 10 soldiers took part in the abuse in 
front of 100 witnesses, including officers, but 
only Bragg was brought to court. 

Labour MP Keith Vaz said there had been a 
cover-up and called for an inquiry into the 
Cheshire Regiment. He said: “There seems to 
be a culture of discrimination that needs to be 
addressed quickly. What we must remember 
is that this is the British Army in the 1990s, 
not Mississippi in the 1950s.” 

Sentencing Bragg at a court martial, Judge 
Advocate Robert Seymour said: “Drunken 
abuse such as this, particularly with racial 
overtones — which we regard as an aggravat- 
ing factor — simply will not be tolerated in 
today’s Services. Let that message be loud 
and clear.” 

The two women had gone to the party at 
Oakington Barracks, Cambridgeshire, as 
guests of the Cheshire Regiment. Mrs 
Demayer’s husband was a soldier with anoth- 
er regiment at the barracks. 

Mrs Hunter, a community centre manager 
from Leicester, was abused when she spoke 
up on behalf of a black private who was being 


racially abused. Bragg shouted: “I couldn’t 
give a f*** who you are, nigger”. 

When the two women tried to leave about 
an hour later, Bragg and other soldiers chant- 
ed “nigger, nigger, nigger”. Another soldier 
said: “You niggers are only good swinging 
from trees and burning. If I had my way I’d 
get a white hood.” The women say they were 
also called “filthy nigger bitches”. 

Mrs Hunter said: “My sister and I were left 
shaking with fright. We were really terrified 
that we would be attacked by the soldiers, 
some of whom were obviously drunk. 

“We even had guns pointed at us that night 
when we left the cookhouse. We were faced by 
two soldiers from the guardhouse carrying 
machine guns.” The guns were also pointed at a 
soldier who was trying to help the two women. 

Mrs Hunter said that the complaint of 
racial abuse was not treated seriously until Mr 
Vaz became involved. 

Major Bede Etherington, spokesman for 
the Cheshire Regiment, claimed: “Any form 
of racial abuse within the Cheshire Regiment 
is not tolerated”. But he admitted there was 
no ongoing inquiry into the incident. No other 
soldiers are likely to be court martialled. 

The incident happened on 9 August 1995, 
and Mr Vaz criticised the long time it took for 
the case to reach court martial. He said that 
Mrs Hunter would now seek an apology and 
compensation. 

Faced with an annual gap in recruiting of 
9,000 soldiers, the Army is desperately trying 
to change the belief in the black community 
that it is a racist organisation. It has hired the 


Cordiant advertising agency (formerly 
Saatchi and Saatchi) to launch an advertising 
campaign in October. One idea being consid- 
ered is a photograph of a row of medals with 
coloured ribbons and the message: “This is 
the only colour prejudice in the army”. 

The Army also plans to set up a telephone 
hotline for reports of racist abuse and to cre- 
ate a special military police investigation unit. 
A team of black and Asian soldiers will visit 
careers fairs to talk to black youngsters. 

But cosmetic changes will not be enough. 
One senior officer admitted that they may 
have to take firm action against abusers. “We 
may have to spotlight particular cases,” he 
explained. “People are more convinced by 
actions than words.” 

Winston Clay, a black soldier who was 
driven out of the Royal Artillery by six years 
of racist abuse, was also sceptical. “It will 
take a lot more than a few fancy posters from 
Cordiant to clean out the racism that is 
entrenched in every tier of the army. The 
whole rank system needs dismantling and an 
outside agency such as the CRE brought in to 
police the problem. Recruits are still left in 
the position of reporting racist abuse to their 
abusers.” 

The government, meanwhile, seems deter- 
mined to push through effective change. Junior 
Defence Minister John Spellar said: “We are 
very keen that the Armed Forces should reflect 
the society that they protect and defend. We 
want to make it clear to everyone from all sec- 
tions of the community that there is a good 
career for them in the Armed Forces.” 
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The British 
Army dealing 
with Arabs in 
Aden, 1967. 
Thirty years 
on, colonial 
attitudes 
clearly still 
exist in 
today’s Army 


Police pay out for assaults 
on black people 


Two police forces have paid more than 
£100,000 compensation to black people 
in separate cases. 


In the West Midlands, a jury awarded 
£81,000 to a former nightclub bouncer, 
Michael Smith, 41. The jury found the West 
Midlands Police guilty of unlawful arrest, 
assault and malicious prosecution. 

Mr Smith was arrested outside Picasso’s 
nightclub on Christmas Day 1991. Officers 
kicked him to the ground and jumped on him, 
and one put his knee across Mr Smith’s face. 
Mr Smith suffered a fractured coccyx and is 
now unable to work. 

The police also racially abused Mr Smith, 
calling him a “black kaffir”. They falsely 
claimed that Mr Smith had assaulted a mem- 
ber of the public and two officers. 

Judge Caroline Alton has referred the case to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions to consider 
bringing charges against the police officers 
concerned. She said: “This is the sort of case 
that combines a series of matters involving 


violence, racism and lying before the court”. 

The £81,000 award includes £45,000 
exemplary damages, designed to punish the 
police for their misconduct, and £22,000 in 
aggravated damages, intended to reflect high- 
handed, insulting or oppressive conduct. 

According to the Birmingham Racial 
Attacks Monitoring Unit, there has been a 
five per cent increase in allegations concern- 
ing the West Midlands Police over the last 
year. 

Spokesman Maxie Hayles said that one in 
five of the allegations of racism that BRAMU 
investigated concerned police officers. 
Complaints included allegations that officers 
had told black people to “go back where you 
came from”. 

In London the Metropolitan Police have 
paid £30,000 damages to a man for assault, 
injury and wrongful arrest. Mr Mark Thomas, 
now 26, was arrested during a demonstration 
in London in 1989. 

A statement agreed by Mr Thomas’s solici- 
tor and the Metropolitan Police was read out 


in court. It said that Mr Thomas was punched 
and kicked by officers who also fabricated an 
account of the events, claiming he threatened 
to kill them. 

Mr Thomas was also racially abused. He 
was charged with assault and affray but was 
acquitted in March 1990. 

Two other men represented by solicitor 
Fiona Murphy, John Racz, 37, and Timothy 
Murphy, 33, received payments totalling 
£50,000. They had both been arrested, beaten 
up and then falsely prosecuted by police offi- 
cers who lied on oath. 

After the case Ms Murphy said: “These 
men chose to pursue civil claims against the 
police rather than rely on the discredited 
police complaints process”. 

She said it was the commissioner’s respon- 
sibility to investigate the allegations and take 
action against the officers concerned. “On the 
contrary, he continues to deny liability, has 
refused to apologise and has taken no action 
against the officers who continue to serve in 
the police force,” she declared. 


Outward bound therapy fails to help racists 


An outward bound therapy session for 
racist youngsters had to be abandoned 
because of “anti-social behaviour’. A 
second weekend was more successful. 


The initiative is a joint project between 
Liverpool City Council and police, and is part- 
ly funded by the European Union. The idea 
was for racists to meet victims of racial abuse, 
using outward bound activities to build trust. 

The first group included eight youths 
described by police as “hard-core racists”. At 
a residential centre in Llanberis, North Wales, 
the youths, aged 14 to 17, refused to take part 
in outdoor activities or discussions on racial 


crime. They were abusive towards police and 
black social workers and squirted them with 
shaving foam. 

WPC Karen Austin, the police officer in 
charge of the course, said: “It did not go as 
planned. They all exhibited extreme anti- 
social behaviour and racism. We came back 
early because we were going nowhere.” 

A second weekend was planned with 12 
youngsters from council estates, together with 
some of those from the first weekend. Three 
from the first weekend were banned. 

Eventually four girls and two boys went to 
Butlins in Pwllheli for two days. The aim 
was for the group to try out foods from dif- 


Top football clubs soft-pedal on racism 


Some of football’s top clubs are not 
giving their support to the Kick 
‘Racism out of Football campaign. 
Two of them have done nothing to 
implement the “kick it” strategies 
recommended by the Commission 
for Racial Equality. 


The three strategies, supported by the 
Professional Footballers’ Association, are 
the inclusion of anti-racism messages in 
club programmes, the broadcast of mes- 
sages over club PA systems and the use of 
anti-racist slogans around the ground. 

A survey, to which 65 clubs responded, 
found that 60 of them had implemented 
some or all of the three strategies. 

One of the authors of the survey report, 
David Lewis, of Middlesex University, 
said: “The efforts of the country’s top 
teams have been generally less than 
wholehearted”. While the situation was 


generally good in London, he said that 
elsewhere it often depended on whether 
particular individuals thought the issue 
was important. 

York City is one of the clubs that have 
refused to sign up to the campaign. A Kick 
Racism out of Football festival 
was held in York in September, but organ- 
isers said it was not meant as an attack on 
York City. 

Festival coordinator Inge Shepherd said 
that other cities were also staging festi- 
vals. “We are not pointing the finger, we 
are just asking everybody to think about 
racism in York and how to overcome it”. 

Elsewhere in Yorkshire, Huddersfield 
Town’s captain has been fined £1,000 for 
racially abusing a black bus driver in a 
road rage attack. Andy Morrison, 27, got 
out of his car and called Raymond 
Simpson a “coon”, a “black bastard” and a 
“nigger”. Morrison had denied the charge. 


ferent cultures as well as group discussions 
on racism. 

Victims of racist attacks have not so far 
been involved in the four-month experimental 
project. The scheme is being independently 
evaluated and further funding will be sought 
if the scheme is successful. 

PC John Kelleher, Merseyside’s racial inci- 
dent officer, advised on the original course. 
He believes it is a waste of time trying to 
influence convinced racists. “You cannot put 
people who carry out racial harassment with 
vulnerable people,” he said. “I think we can 
change the attitudes of some at the fringe but 
there is a hard core who will never change.” 


Asylum seekers riot 


Around 50 asylum seekers at Campsfield 
House Detention Centre in Oxfordshire 
rioted on 20 August, because a man was 
being removed to detention in prison. 

A library was set alight and two secu- 
rity guards from Group 4, which polices 
the centre, were injured. Some 100 
police officers, including mounted police 
and dog handlers, surrounded the centre 
as a helicopter hovered overhead. 

Alasdair Mackenzie, of Asylum Aid, 
said: “The inmates don’t know why 
they’re there or how long for, and that cre- 
ates a tension which can lead to an explo- 
sion”. He said there was no grievance pro- 
cedure for detainees and no effective judi- 
cial overview. 

Dr Evan Harris, the Liberal Democrat 
MP for the area, said: “These problems 
occur because Britain is detaining far too 
many people.” 
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Witnesses’ fear causes race 


A case against three white youths 
accused of a violent racist attack 
collapsed after witnesses refused to 
testify. The victim of the attack, Mr 
Eklas Miah, 45, said he now fears for 
the safety of his family. 

The attack occurred outside Mr Miah’s 
home on Limehouse Fields Estate, east 
London, last June. Mr Miah, who is unable to 
work because of a heart condition, was struck 
on the head and needed hospital treatment. 

His wife, Regia Begum, 43, had her right 
arm broken in several places. She needed a 
metal rod inserted in the arm and a bone 
graft. She is still unable to use her right hand. 

Mr Miah said the attack followed months 
of verbal abuse and harassment. “I am very 
angry and disappointed that there has been no 
justice,” he added. “Me and my family are 
scared. We don’t know what will happen now. 

“We are on our own. We don’t feel safe to 
walk out. There are five people who have 
been scaring the estate but people are too 
scared to speak out. Everyone knows who 
these five are.” 

Those charged were two 16-year-old boys 
and James Beaney, 21. All denied affray and 
assault occasioning actual bodily harm on Mr 
Miah. 

One of the teenagers also pleaded not 
guilty to inflicting grievous bodily harm on 
Mrs Begum. 


North London 


A man who wrote a racist and abusive letter 
to a traffic warden’s office after being given a 
parking ticket, has been fined for sending an 
offensive letter. 

John Duggan will now have to pay a £250 
fine and £100 costs as well as the original £40 
parking ticket. 

A black member of staff at Haringey 
Council was said to be shocked by the let- 
ter, which contained four-letter words and 
racist abuse. 
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Bradford 


Three men have received life sentences for 
murdering a young Asian waiter. 

Brothers Frank and Matthew Mitchell and 
Brian King attacked Tahir Ali, 20, outside the 
Khyber Tandoori restaurant last March. 
Matthew Mitchell, 26, who had been drinking 
all day, and Brian King, 34, had started a 
fight with other customers in the restaurant. 

As they left, Mitchell picked up a chair and 
threw it at the glass door. Tahir Ali, his broth- 
er Amjad and his father Barkhat followed the 
thugs outside to defend their property. 

In the brawl that followed, Matthew 
Mitchell and King kicked and stamped on 
Tahir. Mitchell then hit Tahir several times 
with a pool cue, leaving him grievously 
injured. Tahir died from his injuries a month 
later. 

Amjad was also attacked and left lying in 
the road with a broken ankle. 

Frank Mitchell was additionally found 
guilty of wounding with intent and sentenced 
to a further three years to run concurrently. 

Matthew Mitchell and King were also 
found guilty of causing grievous bodily harm 
with intent and two counts of wounding with 
intent. They were both sentenced to a further 
three years’ imprisonment, to run concurrent- 
ly with their life sentences. 

Speaking after the trial, Amjad said: “Now 
we can get on with our lives. We will always 
feel a loss for Tahir, but he will always be 
with us in our hearts and minds. None of this 
should have happened and words cannot 
express how we feel.” 

Tahir was planning to study accountancy at 
Manchester University and was going to be 
married this year. 


Oxford 


A nine-year-old Asian girl died in a house fire 
which police say could have been a racist 
arson attack. 

Petrol had been poured through the letter: 


box of the home of Anum Khan in Cowley. 
Her 13-year-old brother, Majid, is in a critical 
condition after the fire in the early hours of 
26 August. 

Investigating officer Det Supt Steve 
Morrison said: “This is a heinous crime. We 
are looking into all fires in Oxford in the last 
year and are keeping an open mind.” 


Scilly Isles 

A Bristol man has been convicted of writing 
antisemitic slogans while on holiday. Graham 
Wilson, 51, who admits hating Jews, was 
found guilty of daubing abusive slogans, 
including “Jew traitors”. 

He had defaced public property, including 
a Napoleonic cannon, post boxes and a tele- 
phone kiosk. A handwriting expert said that 
the possibility of anyone else being responsi- 
ble for the slogans was so remote that it could 
be discounted. 

Wilson was found guilty of displaying 
threatening, abusive or insulting written 
material with intent to stir up racial hatred, as 
well as five criminal damage charges. He was 
remanded for psychiatric reports. 

Recorder Charles Barton, QC, told him: 
“You need help”. 


Maidstone 

Members of a youth cricket team from the 
West Indies were attacked and beaten up by a 
racist mob. 

The 24-strong Young Antiguan Lions team, 
aged nine to 16, were staying in Maidstone 
while playing matches in Kent. 

Ten of them were on their way back from a 
nightclub at about midnight when they were 
attacked by a 15-strong racist mob. The 
racists started spitting and shouting at the 
black youngsters and then chased them down 
Gabriel’s Hill towards the cinema. 

One 14-year-old, who ran into a phone 
box, was beaten up and needed hospital treat- 
ment. Other members of the group suffered 
cuts and bruises. 

Police described the attack as “barbaric” 
and said they were studying security camera 
film to try and identify the attackers. 

David Folb, of Lashings restaurant, who is 
hosting the cricket team, said: “The cricketers 
were shocked and frightened and I’ve tried to 
explain those idiots responsible for this type 
of mindless behaviour are in the minority.” 


Swindon 
A £1,000 reward is being offered to catch 
those responsible for an arson attack on an 
Asian restaurant. 

Some £20,000 worth of damage was 
caused when petrol was poured through the 
letterbox at Baba Sadhu’s curry house in 
Marlborough on 8 August. 

Manager Miah Rafu, 38, who offered the 
reward, said: “A lady was above the premises 
at the time, but luckily the fire brigade came 
and dealt with the fire, otherwise there could 
have been loss of life. 

“T can’t say I have any enemies and I feel 
very sad about this. Marlborough has such 


attack case to collapse 


nice people, I find it hard to believe it could 
have been anyone local.” 


Portsmouth 

Visiting German students have faced a series 
of attacks from local teenagers. Visitors have 
been pelted with stones and eggs, abused with 
shouts of “Heil Hitler’, and threatened with 
violence. One 15-year-old girl found a swasti- 
ka daubed on the pavement outside the house 
where she was staying. 

Shaun Kemp, principal of Meridian 
English School, said there were problems 
every year. “It will take generations to change 
attitudes,” he explained. “English children 
have to learn that Hitler is dead and we are 
part of Europe. The level of ignorance is 
frightening. It is only through youngsters vis- 
iting France and Germany and hosting stu- 
dents themselves that things will improve.” 

Things have got so bad that the Lord 
Mayor of Portsmouth, Councillor Tony 
Golds, met a group of 41 German students to 
extend his apologies on behalf of the city. 


The British National Party is once again concentrating on 
its “rights for whites” strategy in the East End of London. 
Last month a proposed East End rally was called off at the 
last moment after Searchlight alerted numerous anti-fascist 
and anti-racist organisations across London. The rally 
would have coincided with the funeral of Princess Diana, 
which meant that the BNP would have been left without 
police protection. The Aryan warriors of the BNP felt the 
draught at the first sign of an anti-fascist poster and 


cancelled the event. 





election count 





As Searchlight went to press, the event had been 
rescheduled for 20 September. The most interesting name 
in the line-up of nine local and national BNP speakers billed 
to appear at the original event was the former BNP 
councillor Derek Beackon (above, centre, pictured with BNP 
thug lan Dell, right), who in a prolonged fit of pique had not 
stood for the party in the general election, after being 
elbowed aside by the BNP leader John Tyndall. 

Left: BNP activists demonstrate outside an East London 





Racial harassment caused German 
employee’s marriage break-up 


A German-born employee of a 
Coventry company has won his indus- 
trial tribunal case after suffering a 
campaign of racial harassment. 


Mr Klaus Rupertinger, 41, suffered Hitler 
salutes and swastikas scrawled on his com- 
puter screen, in what the tribunal called “a 
demeaning campaign of harassment”. 

He has been awarded a sum believed to be 
£4,000 but is so upset that he is planning to 
return to Germany after 22 years in Britain. 
He says the stress caused the break up of his 
matriage. 

He declared: “I was forced to resign 
because my fellow workers made my days so 
unpleasant for no other reason than that I was 
born in Germany”. 

Mr Rupertinger was employed as a store- 
man by Delphi Packard Electrical Systems. 

Racial discrimination at work continues to 
be a problem throughout the country. 

In Brent an industrial tribunal has found 
the local council guilty of racial discrimina- 
tion against seven staff in its social services 
department. 


The seven lost their jobs in a “restructur- 
ing” of children’s services undertaken last 
year by the previous Conservative administra- 
tion and were then assessed by managers for 
re-employment. The only white person select- 
ed for redundancy was a team leader who 
supported black rights. 

The tribunal said that the appraisal of black 
staff had been based on anecdote and consid- 
ered that the use of the selection process by 
management was “to remove black staff 
whom they considered to be difficult”. Basil 
Walters, who lost his job as a principal child 
protection officer, said: “There was a targeted 
effort to get rid of black staff”. 

The staff were supported by the local gov- 
ernment union Unison. Levels of compensa- 
tion are still to be decided. 

In Bedford, Exel Logistics have been 
ordered to pay £8,376 to Mrs Elizabeth 
Joseph for racial discrimination. 

Mrs Joseph, a contract cleaning supervisor, 
was barred from entering Exel’s site by secu- 
rity staff in February 1996. As a result the 
cleaning company dismissed her. 

An industrial tribunal found that Exel dis- 


criminated against Mrs Joseph when it barred 
her from the site with no explanation. 

A job applicant for a post of cashier at the 
National Westminster bank was turned down 
because she was too fat and the wrong colour, 
an industrial tribunal has heard. 

Anoushka De La Banque, 20, said inter- 
viewer Caroline Cato also refused to touch 
her hands. Miss De La Banque claimed that 
Mrs Cato said: “There are no people of your 
precise race working here and it is highly 
unlikely that someone of your size and 
appearance and race would get a job here. 
You don’t have a face that would fit the com- 
pany.” 

The hearing continues. 

Lewisham Council racially discriminated 
against a white employee who was moved 
from his department to make way for a black 
woman. 

William Biginton, 37, who is married to an 
Asian woman, was told to transfer from the 
environmental health department to the hous- 
ing department, an area in which he had no 
expertise. 

An out of court settlement was agreed. 
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Outcry halts prestige award to eugenicist 


ugenics, or the bogus science of breed- 
Be a “super-race”, has been in the 

news again. In August the British 
media reported the revelation that compulso- 
ry sterilisation was practised in Sweden until 
as late as 1976. As the media focused on the 
recent past, they overlooked a scandal taking 
place today. One of the major academic 
organisations in the United States was prepar- 
ing to honour a leading eugenicist. 

The American Psychological Association 
(APA), which is the world’s foremost profes- 
sional and academic association of psycholo- 
gists, had announced that it was honouring 
Professor Raymond Cattell, by awarding him 
its Gold Medal Award. The citation for the 
award, which is the most prestigious of the 
Association, mentioned Cattell’s “lifetime 
achievement in the application, practice and 
science of psychology, and lifetime contribu- 
tion in the public interest”. 

The citation did not mention Cattell’s views 
on what constitutes “the public interest”. For 
over 60 years Cattell, 92, has been publishing 
eugenic and racist material, advocating that 
politics should be based on the principle of 
natural selection. Weak and unfit individuals, 
not to mention whole races, should make way 
for the superior individuals and races. 

The award was due to be presented to 
Cattell on 16 August in Chicago’s Sheraton 
Hotel as a high spot of the APA’s annual 
convention. Critics of Cattell, such as 
Professor Barry Mehler of the 
Institute for the Study of Academic 
Racism at Ferris State University, 
were appalled. After a brief publici- 
ty campaign they succeeded in 
persuading the APA to delay the 
presentation. 

In response the APA has agreed 
to appoint a panel of senior research 
scientists to investigate Cattell’s 
writings. 

They will have much to read. 
Cattell is the author of 41 books and 
over 450 research articles. Most 
importantly he has written a stream 
of publications outlining his 
eugenic ideas. 

Like many intellectuals in the 
1930s Cattell believed that social 
problems, such as poverty and 
unemployment, could be resolved 
by encouraging the biologically 
“fit” to breed, while preventing the 
“unfit” from reproducing. He saw 
Hitler’s policies in Germany as 
putting into practice many of the 
ideas that he was advocating. 

Cattell’s writings in the 1930s 
have a chilling tone. In his book 
The fight for National Intelligence, 
published in 1937, Cattell advocat- 
ed the disappearance of “inferior 
races”. He complained that “mental 
defectives” were being supported, 
while research workers, 


lecturing”. 


ness of a community which prefers to support 
half a million dull individuals uselessly on a 
pittance rather than a thousand brilliant indi- 
viduals fully in creative labours.” 

Professor William Tucker, in his scholarly 
book The Science and Politics of Racial 
Research, shows how Cattell’s writings from 
this period were openly racist and antisemitic. 
Cattell considered it “natural” for Europeans 
to dislike Jews, who were, according to 
Cattell, intruders. 

The recent revelations about the Swedish 
eugenic programme have shown how deep- 
rooted eugenic beliefs were among intellectu- 


For over 60 years Cattell, 92, 
has been publishing eugenic 
and racist material, advocating 
that politics should be based 
on the principle of natural 
selection. Weak and unfit 
individuals, not to mention 
whole races, should make way 
for the superior individuals 
and races 


by Michael Billig 


A Searchlight Booklet 





like Professor Michael Billig’s Searchlight booklet on quasi- 
himself, had to “waste their time scientific racism, published in 1979, still provides some of 
the best answers to the racial eugenicists and psycholo- 
“Science is being impoverished gists. Although it is now out of print, photocopies are 


of its true rewards by the careless- available from Searchlight for £3 (UK post free) 
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als in the thirties. Many, however, were 
appalled by the outcome of nazism and 
realised that the eugenic idea could only 
result in totalitarianism and a complete indif- 
ference to the rights of individuals and 
groups. Others ploughed on with their 
increasingly unpopular views. 

Cattell belonged to this latter group. In the 
1970s, as the sterilisation programme in 
Sweden was coming to a close, he appeared 
to have learnt nothing. In 1972 Cattell was 
writing in favour of “phasing out” what he 
called “moribund cultures” by “educational 
and birth control methods”. Seven years later 
he wrote in the racist magazine Mankind 
Quarterly that “with the actions of genocide 
by nature we must be in favour”. 

In 1993 Cattell established the Beyondist 
Foundation together with the Institute for 
Beyondist Research, and began publishing 
the newsletter The Beyondist in order to pub- 
licise his views on the selective breeding of 
humans. He was explicit in admitting that he 
had moved to the word “Beyondist” because 
the term “eugenics” was receiving bad pub- 
licity. The word might have changed, but the 
ideas were the same as before. 

The first issue of the newsletter made it 
clear that biological principles should be used 
to create “the superior group”. Some cultures 
were headed for “dissolution”. The superior 
cultures needed to boost their own IQ ratings 
and genetic endowment. 

This statement of principle also 
mentioned the need to set up sepa- 
rate “ethnostates”. Cattell’s ideas 
and use of words distinctly echo the 
ideas of writers found on the far 
right. In particular, the antisemitic 
and racist American writer Wilmott 
Robertson had called for ethnically 
unified “ethnostates” in his book 
The Ethnostate. Not only are 
Robertson’s works on fascist book- 
lists across the world, but he also 
publishes his own racist magazine, 
Instauration. 

Cattell’s use of Robertson’s term 
“ethnostate” is no coincidence. The 
first issue of The Beyondist con- 
tained a fulsome review of The 
Ethnostate, calling it “a timely sup- 
plement to the argument of the 
Beyondist’. Cattell, in the preface 
of his own book, Beyondism, 
specifically thanked Robertson. 

It has taken Sweden, and other 
Scandinavian countries, far too long 
to come to terms with their eugenic 
past. Now at last some of the vic- 
tims, who were compulsorily ster- 
ilised while young, are receiving 
compensation. 

But the tale of Cattell and 
the American Psychological 
Association illustrates that eugenics 
is not merely something which 
belongs to the past. Even today 
there are those who would prefer 
not to know about academia’s 
disreputable tradition of racial 
politics. 




















Above left: speakers at the TU Friends of Searchlight meeting included Mary 


Davis (left), Pat Buttle, chairing the meeting, and Gerry Gable. Above right: Dev 
Barrah taking the audience through a visual history of BNP-inspired race hate in 
southeast London. Left: Pat Buttle addresses Congress after being awarded a TUC 
Women’s Gold Badge. Below: Mal Hussein speaks at the NAAR meeting, flanked 
by Bob Purkiss of the TGWU, a trustee of the Searchlight Education Trust 
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Anti-fascists and anti-racists make big impact at TUC 


This year’s Trades Union Congress, held in 
Brighton, was disarmingly quiet. In a 
Congress where racism was only discussed 
under an “equalities” motion, for anti-racist 
activists the fringe was where the real work 
took place. Nevertheless, the TUC is mod- 
ernising and there was plenty of activity, as 
the usual five-day Congress was squeezed 
into four days. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) 
activists leafleted the Congress with their lat- 
est newsletter, sold Searchlight and publicised 
a Tuesday night fringe meeting. The National 
Assembly Against Racism (NAAR) held a 
Wednesday lunchtime meeting and the Anti 
Nazi League had a stall outside Congress 
throughout the week. 

TUFS made contact with new and old 
friends alike and found that Searchlight’s pro- 
file has been raised considerably since we 
attended the previous year’s Congress in 
Blackpool. 

Five people spoke at the NAAR fringe 
meeting, representing both the trade union 
movement and victims of racial harassment. 
The most moving speech came from Mal 
Hussain, who outlined his experiences of one 
of the worst cases of systematic racial harass- 
ment in Britain today. Mal’s story was recent- 
ly recounted on the television programme 
Neighbours from Hell, so many in the audi- 
ence were familiar with what has happened to 
him and his partner, Linda Livingstone, since 
they took over a shop and moved to the 
Rylands Estate in Lancaster in June 1991. 

Delegates showed an interest in anti-racism 
generally, which has been helped by the 
TUC’s work around the Respect festival, held 


in 1996 and 1997. Respect is clearly success- 
ful both as an anti-racist festival and in terms 
of raising the profile of the TUC among 
young people. In a MORI poll carried out 
among the 100,000 attending this year’s festi- 
val two thirds knew that it was a TUC event. 


he Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

: meeting was chaired by Pat Buttle of 

the shop workers’ union, USDAW, 

who was attending the Congress to receive 

the TUC Women’s Gold Badge for her ser- 
vices to the trade union movement. 

The first speaker was Dev Barrah from 
Greenwich Action Committee Against Racist 
Attacks (GACARA). In an innovative talk 
Dey outlined the situation in Greenwich that 
has led to several racist murders including the 
killing of Stephen Lawrence. With the aid of 
display boards covered in photographs of 
some of the best known local fascist activists, 
he showed how in a small area there was a 
large concentration of racist crime. Pictures 
of the victims of racist attacks served as a 
reminder to what it is that we are fighting, 
and why. 

Dev also made clear the irrefutable link 
between the rise in racial violence in the 
Greenwich area and the presence of the BNP 
headquarters there. The fact that GACARA, 
like other community based anti-racist organ- 
isations, faces a threat to its funding seems 
incredible when one hears one of its staff talk 
about the work that they do and the racist cli- 
mate in which they have to operate. 

Mary Davis, a member of the national 
executives of both the university and college 
lecturers’ union NATFHE and the National 


Assembly Against Racism, and a member of 
the TUC Women’s Committee, talked about 
antisemitism. She told the audience that mod- 
ern fascism is still antisemitic at its core and 
that anti-racists have to recognise and under- 
stand this. For many years the fight against 
antisemitism has been marginalised and Mary 
explained why this weakens the broader anti- 
racist struggle. 

Gerry Gable, the editor of Searchlight, out- 
lined the work of Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight over the past year. He said that 
trade unionists had always played a key role 


‘in Searchlight, but for many years work with 


unions had not been a prominent part of 
Searchlight’s work. TUFS is a great success 
and support is growing for it steadily, with 
new affiliations and requests from union 
branches coming in all the time. 

Gerry told how fascists were still members 
of trade unions, some with jobs where they 
had access to personal files, such as in the 
DSS. He went on to talk about Searchlight’s 
role in the recent campaign to stop the nazis 
holding an Aryan Fest in England in August. 
He explained how the police had stopped 
minibus loads of fascists and turned them 
back after checking their documents. “If it 
was good enough for the miners, then it’s 
good enough for the nazis.” 

Several members of the audience, from a 
number of unions, called on Searchlight to 
continue and extend its work in the unions. 
Members of the NAAR and the Anti Nazi 
League contributed to the discussion, which 
was notable for its lack of sectarianism. There 
was a general feeling that TUFS should hold 
a fringe meeting at the TUC every year. 


Searchlight, October 1997 13 


Crown Prosecution Service calls for action against 
alleged Nazi war criminal as USA boots them out 


A man accused of murdering hun- 
dreds of Jews in Belorussia during the 
Second World War is likely to stand 
trial in London. The Crown 
Prosecution Service has recommended 
that Anthony Sawoniuk should face 
trial under the 1991 War Crimes Act 
for his role in rounding up and mur- 
dering 3,000 Jews in and around the 
town of Domachevo on the Polish- 
Belorussian border. 

Up to 30 people have told the Crown 
Prosecution Service that they will travel to 
England to testify as witnesses. One of the 
key prosecution witnesses claims _ that 
Sawoniuk was a “zealous killer” who was 
part of a Nazi-led paramilitary police squad. 
It is also claimed that Sawoniuk went on to 
join the Belorussian Division of the SS. 

Another witness, who went to school with 
the accused, claims that he killed his own rel- 
atives. Fyodor Zan says that he saw 
Sawoniuk take his uncles, aunt and four 
cousins from the police headquarters to a 
nearby field where they were shot. Sawoniuk 
claims that he is victim of mistaken identity 
and that he played no part in the atrocities. 

If the Attorney General, John Morris, 
decides to proceed with this case this will be 
the first full war crimes trial in Britain after 
the case against Simon Serafinowicz was dis- 
missed in January this year on the grounds 
that he was medically unfit to face trial. 
Serafinowicz died in August aged 86. In con- 
trast, the CPS believes that the 76-year-old 
Sawoniuk is fit and able to stand trial. 

In the USA the Office of Special 
Investigations (OSI) is having considerably 
more success in pursuing former war 
criminals who entered the United States after 
committing atrocities. To date, 60 Nazi perse- 
cutors have been stripped of US citizenship 
and 48 have been deported since 1979. The 
OSI is investigating a further 300 alleged war 
criminals. 

One of the most recent cases concerns a 
denaturalisation application filed in Missouri 
against a former guard from Sachenshausen 
concentration camp. It is alleged that Michael 
Negele, now 77, joined the German Waffen 
SS in November 1943 and became a member 
of the notorious Death’s Head Battalion. He 
is said to have served at Sachsenhausen until 
June 1944 as an armed guard of prisoners. 
Tens of thousands of Jews, Gypsies, political 
opponents of the Nazis and many others were 
imprisoned and murdered by the Nazis at the 
camp. 

According to SS personnel records Negele 
was transferred in June 1944 to the Death’s 
Head Battalion at the Plaszow concentration 
camp near Cracow in German-occupied 
Poland. Eli M Rosenbaum, director of the 
OSI, states: “The defendant concealed his 
Nazi concentration camp guard service from 
US immigration officials when he immigrated 
to the United States from Germany in 1950. 
Negele never would have received a US visa 
had he disclosed the truth.” 
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Sawoniuk: claims he played no part in 
atrocities 


A 78-year-old retired physician who is 
believed to have served in the Lithuanian 
equivalent of the Gestapo, the Saugumas, is 
also the subject of denaturalisation proceed- 
ings. It is believed that Adolph Milius (also 
known as Adolfas Milinavicius) was a mem- 
ber of the Vilnius province Saugumas for at 
least the summer and autumn of 1941. 

The Saugumas assisted the occupying Nazi 
forces by arresting, detaining and turning 
over for execution or other punishment Jews 
who violated the Nazis’ antisemitic decrees 
and people who attempted to hide Jews or 
assist them in escaping from the ghettos. 
Wartime records preserved in the Lithuanian 
Central State Archives show that Milius par- 
ticipated in the arrest of Jews trying to escape 
from the ghetto. They were transported to the 
Saugumas headquarters, searched and jailed. 








Jewish partisans after the liberation of Vilnius. Today US courts are expelling 








In May this year, Aleksandras Lileikis, the 
former chief of the Vilnius province 
Saugumas, was denaturalised by order of the 
US district court in Boston. In June Lileikis 
abandoned his residence in Massachusetts 
and fled to Lithuania. According to a 
spokesman from the OSI: “The Vilnius 
province Saugumas played a key role in the 
annihilation of more than 50,000 Jews in 
Vilnius”. 

The OSI is also asking a federal court in 
Pennsylvania to revoke the US citizenship of 
an alleged former SS officer, Fedir Kwoczak, 
aged 76. The complaint states that Kwoczak 
was trained at the Trawniki training camp in 
Nazi-occupied Poland. Officers from 
Trawniki participated in Operation Reinhard, 
the Nazi programme to murder the Jews of 
Poland. The case against Kwoczak alleges 
that he served as an armed guard at the 
Trawniki and Poniatowa SS labour camps. 
At both these camps thousands of Jewish 
men, women and children were incarcerated 
and later murdered as part of Operation 
Reinhard. 

It is alleged that in April 1943 Kwoczak 
was sent to Warsaw to assist in guarding and 
liquidating the Warsaw ghetto and that in 
August 1943 he assisted in the liquidation of 
the Bialystok ghetto. Its 25,000 to 30,000 res- 
idents were sent to the death camps of 
Treblinka and Sobibor. Kwoczak is believed 
to have been a member of an SS battalion 
until April 1945. He moved to the USA in 
1949 and concealed his wartime record from 
the immigration authorities. 

The OSI is not only seeking to denaturalise 
and deport Nazi war criminals, it is also 
working with the immigration authorities to 
prevent more entering the country. So far they 
have ensured that 124 Nazi persecutors have 
been blocked from entering the USA as a 
result of their “watch list” programme. 





Lithuanian Nazi collaborators who took part in the murder of 50,000 Vilnius Jews 





orway’s right-wing populist 

Progress Party took 15.3 per 

cent of the vote in the coun- 
try’s general election on 15 September 
after dominating the early stages of 
the campaign. The result, a huge 
increase from the party’s 6.3 per cent 
at the last general election, gives the 
racist party 25 members in the new 
parliament, two and a half times its 
present number. 

Among the new MPs are two of the party’s 
most rabid racists, Vidar Kleppe and @ystein 
Hedstrgm, both of whom have close contacts 
with the extreme right. 

Opinion polls gave the party more than 20 
per cent at one stage of the campaign, making 
it Norway’s second largest party. However it 
will not form part of the new governing coali- 
tion. Although the Labour Party remained the 
largest party, its 34.8 per cent of the vote was 
less than the Prime Minister’s target to stay in 
office. The new Prime Minister will be Mr 
Bondevik from the Christian Party, who will 
form a government with the Senterpartiet and 
Venste. 

Although many Norwegians view the 
Progress Party’s racism with some sympathy, 
the Party’s failure significantly to play the 
immigrant card until late in the campaign was 
very noticeable. One reason for this is that 
Norway’s immigration and asylum policies 
are so tough that even the Progress Party 
finds it hard to propose new and more restric- 
tive laws. The rules are so strict that only six 
asylum seekers found refuge in Norway last 
year. 

However, being deprived of one target for 
their festering prejudices did not mean that 
Progress Party members kept their mouths 
shut. Instead they found another target, in this 
case the Laplanders of Norway’s Arctic 
region. On a trip to Finnmark, Norway’s 
northernmost county, F F Gundersen, a 
Progress Party MP, let rip. “It was like a trip 
to hell,” he wailed after visiting a Lapp tent. 

The Progress Party sniped at the Lapp pop- 
ulation throughout the election campaign, 
claiming that they want a separate state and 
have no inclination to integrate into 
Norwegian society. For the rest of its cam- 
paign the Party went through its whole reper- 
toire of hate objects: single mothers, the 
unemployed, people on social welfare, the 
trade unions and the left. 

In the final stages before the poll the party 
launched several attacks on ethnic minorities, 
which form a mere one per cent of Norway’s 
population, and claimed that the country’s 
borders were open to an invasion of Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

The daily paper Dagbladet asked Carl 





While the Progress Party was gathering support for its 
populist racist campaign, Norway's notorious nazi satanist 
murderer Varg Vikernes was making his own media splash 
in a magazine interview in which he boasted that he was 
building up a nazi organisation from his prison cell 


Hagen, leader of the Progress Party, to com- 
ment on the programme of the notorious 
racist organisation FMI, formerly led by the 
veteran Norwegian fascist and mad bomber 
Are Myrdal. Hagen could not see anything 
racist in the document. 

On the night before the poll Norway’s sec- 
ond largest television station, TV2, broadcast 
an interview with the French Front National 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. Le Pen expressed 
his warm feelings towards Hagen and the 
Progress Party and wished Hagen and white 
Norwegians a good election result in favour 
of “Norway for Norwegians”. 

One leading Progress Party election candi- 
date was Per Sandberg, a man who cannot 
keep his hands to himself. Sandberg was con- 
victed earlier this year for racial violence 
after he ended a heated debate on immigra- 
tion by attacking and injuring a young asylum 
seeker. 

The high profile Progress Party campaign 
forced the extreme right into the background. 
The Fedrelandspartiet and Hvit Valgallianse 
fielded candidates, but failed abysmally to 
make any impact in the run-up to the poll. 
Denied air time on radio and television and 
ignored by the press, the fascists were almost 
invisible in the campaign. 

Outside the election campaign, however, 


the nazis have 
remained active. In 
early September, 
Riksfronten, a newly 
established nazi group 
in Eidsvoll, north of 
Oslo, was denied per- 
mission to stage a 
nazi rock concert 
planned for 20 
September. 

The concert was to 
be staged under the 
Rock against Commu- 
nism banner. Whether 
Ole Krogstad, the vet- 
eran nazi bonehead 
and Hvit Valgallianse 
candidate, was 
involved in setting it 
up is not known. 
Krogstad has recently 
changed the name of 
his record label from 
Boot Boys Records to 
Glory Records. 

At least two 
Norwegian nazis were 
arrested during the 
pitiful Rudolf Hess 
commemoration 
march in Denmark in 
August. One of them, 
Roger Stiansen, was sentenced to nine 
months’ jail earlier this year for violence 
against anti-fascists. 

Another nazi prisoner, Varg Vikernes, alias 
“Count Grishnak”, the satanist murderer and 


“ church arsonist, received another free dollop 


of publicity last month. In a magazine inter- 
view he described how he had now had his 
hair cut short and was working seriously from 
inside prison to build up a nazi organisation. 

Finally, some news from the courts. The 
Norwegian supreme court has decided to hear 
an appeal against conviction by Jack Erik 
Kjuus, the leader of the fascist Hvit 
Valgallianse. Kjuus was convicted for propos- 
ing the sterilisation of non-white children. 
Apparently, the court feels that the case “rais- 
es important questions of principle”. 

In another case the court was rather less 
liberal. The court refused to consider an 
appeal by the anti-fascist writer Henrik 
Lunde, who lost a fiercely contested civil 
action brought against him by a racist 
exposed in his excellent book on the fascist 
and racist movement in Norway. Mr Lunde 
has now filed a complaint against the 
Norwegian state with the European Court of 
Human Rights. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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Caught in the act — but questions remain 


he identity of the man suspected of 
being Sweden’s internationally famed 
terrorist, the so-called “Olympic 
bomber”, caused a few raised eyebrows when 
his arrest was announced. Mats Hinze, 26, is 
a well known, high profile former member of 
a right-wing “anarcho-capitalist” group, the 
so-called Freedom Front. 

But although Hinze was caught red-handed 
in the process of planting a final devastating 
bomb, police and experts more or less agree 
that they still have not got to the bottom of 
the case. Hinze is only one of several shady 
players in the riddle that has kept the 
Stockholm police busy for several months. At 
least two other as yet unapprehended persons 
may have had a hand in recent events. 

The “Olympic bomber” description is part- 
ly media hype. The media originally coined 
the term “Olympic arsonist” to describe the 
supposed perpetrator of a series of nine 
arsons between 23 May and 17 August. The 
arsonist or arsonists targeted smaller sports 
arenas in the greater Stockholm area, none of 
which had any connection with the Swedish 
bid for the 2004 Olympic Games. 

The suggestion that the arsons might be 
part of an anti-Olympic campaign was first 
made after a fire at the home of Sweden’s for- 
mer Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson, a mem- 
ber of the Stockholm Olympic bid committee. 
However, there is no actual evidence to con- 
nect the arsons with Sweden’s Olympic bid. 
A more likely explanation is that isolated 
sports arenas are simply suitable targets for a 
firebug, and the Olympic connection is little 
more then media invention. Nobody can be 
certain whether the arsons were carried out 
by a single firebug in search of attention, or 
whether some were the acts of copycats 
inspired by the media coverage. 

The crimes for which Hinze is the chief 
suspect are two powerful bomb attacks which 
took place on 8 and 25 August. The bombs 
targeted Stockholm’s stadium, the main 
Olympic arena, and the Ullevi stadium in 
Gothenburg. In these cases there seems to be 
little doubt about the Olympic connection, 
although the police have so far been unable to 
link Hinze with either blast. 

The bombings were much more serious 
than the arsons. According to information 
released by forensic experts the bombs, which 
caused millions of pounds of damage, con- 
tained cleverly constructed timing devices. 

The arsons and bombings are linked in a 
number of threatening and racist letters sent 
to the Swedish News Bureau and other 
media. The letters, signed by an organisation 
calling itself “We Who Built Sweden” 
(VSBS), claim responsibility for both the 
arsons and the bombings, and demand an end 
to immigration. 

Although clearly racist, the VSBS letters 
bears all the hallmarks of being written by a 
lone lunatic in search of attention. Police and 
experts on far-right organisations agree that it 
is highly unlikely Hinze had anything to do 
with the letters. Firstly, Hinze’s political 
agenda is very different from anything sug- 
gested by the letters — he is not a racist — and 
secondly, he has an excellent command of 
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Raising a glass with a few of his fascist chums in Sweden is the notorious 
British publisher of nazi hate material Anthony Hancock (top, right). Our 
Swedish colleagues are able to identify some of the participants, but further 
information about the event and those present would be welcome 


language and spelling, something the VSBS 
writer clearly has not. 


The VSBS_ organisation first surfaced 


through a number of bomb threats in the mid- ~ 


dle of last year’s busy Christmas shopping 
period. Threats were made against shopping 
centres in Stockholm, Gothenburg and 
Malmé, and against Sweden’s Labour Prime 
Minister Goran Persson. No bombings actual- 
ly took place, but a dummy bomb was found 
in a shopping centre in Gothenburg. 

Although the police have no clues about 
the identity of those behind the VSBS — 
indeed, no one can say for sure whether it is a 
disgruntled loner or a small group of maniacs 
— an analysis of the letters suggests the writer 
might be a former, possibly elderly activist in 
the now defunct racist organisation Keep 
Sweden Swedish (BSS) of the early 1980s. 

Whatever the truth, it is clear that several 
players have added parts to what is now 
termed the “Olympic bomber”. To add to the 
confusion, the nazi prisoners’ organisation the 
Aryan Brotherhood (AB) has also claimed 
responsibility for the arsons and bombings 
and is now under investigation. 

The claim was made in an internal informa- 
tion leaflet, which stated that the Aryan 


Brotherhood was responsible for the letter 
bomb in March 1997 to Sweden’s Minister of 
Justice Laila Freivalds, as well as the arson 
attack on Carlsson. This claim gained some 
credence when the nazi skinhead Nicklas 
Lofdahl, a prison inmate and leading officer 
of the AB, was arrested and subsequently 
confessed to carrying out the letter bomb 
attack on Freivalds. If one of the AB claims 
has proven accurate, the others too should be 
taken seriously. 

Hinze, however, has no connection with the 
Aryan Brotherhood or the VSBS. Hinze is a 
curious figure described by his friends as “eli- 
tist” and fiercely anti-state. In the early 1990s 
he joined the Freedom Front, a small gather- 
ing of Conservative Party breakaways and 
libertarians who follow Ayn Rand’s philoso- 
phy of “anarcho-capitalism”. Outspoken and 
clearly intelligent, Hinze became a core mem- 
ber of the group at a time when it was staging 
various acts of civil disobedience that were 
planned in advance to grab media attention. 

The Freedom Front eventually expelled 
Hinze, who was clearly unstable. Identifying 
the state as the main evil, Hinze has been 
obsessed with issues such as “unfair taxes” 
(he has not paid any tax for several years) and 


the diabolical plots of parking ticket atten- 
dants. He has been arrested on charges of 
vandalism and on one occasion threatened the 
life of the arresting officer. 

Graduating from the Freedom Front, Hinze 
and an associate opened a rave club, 
Docklands, which later closed following sev- 
eral police drugs raids. Hinze’s friends say his 
hatred for the state has grown steadily over 
the years and that no one was really surprised 
when he was identified as the bomber. He 
was caught when the police, in desperation, 
decided to place an unobtrusive guard on key 
sports arenas and other landmarks connected 
to the Olympic bid. 

On the night before the International 
Olympic Committee was to determine which 
country would get the 2004 Games, Hinze 
climbed the walls of an isolated arts museum 
that sports a statue of Pegasus sculpted by the 
famous Swedish artist Carl Milles. Pegasus 
was the official symbol of the Swedish 
Olympic bid. Hinze was caught with four 
kilograms of plastic explosive, enough to 
destroy the museum. In custody, however, he 
has steadfastly refused to say anything at all 
to police interrogators. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


BELGIUM 


VB ‘hypocrites’ over 
Holocaust 


A Belgian who served in the Waffen SS and 
was sentenced to death immediately after the 
Second World War claims he has made regu- 
lar donations to the fascist Vlaams Blok and 
its leader, Filip Dewinter. 

Paul Debaes, 70, says that over the past ten 
years he has given more than £2,000. 
Although this is only a small sum, it is signif- 
icant because Debaes is an active denier of 
the Nazi Holocaust. Holocaust denial has 
been illegal in Belgium since 1994 but this 
has not deterred Debaes, who served 12 years 
in jail for his wartime activities after his death 
sentence was commuted. 

The former SS man believed he had revi- 
sionist allies in the Vlaams Blok and among 
its leaders and was outraged when the party 
voted for the law banning historical revision- 
ism. Dewinter has stated several times that 
his party is against revisionism and has 
declared that revisionists will be expelled 
from the party. 

Debaes, however, tells another tale, 
describing how not only Dewinter but also 
the former party president Karel Dillen and 
MPs such as Roeland Raes and the convicted 
thug Xavier Buisseret continually deny the 
Holocaust at private revisionist gatherings. 

Accusing them of being “hypocrites”, 
Debaes has stormed out of the party and 
taken his story to the press. Dewinter has 
responded by calling him a liar and claiming 
that he does not know Debaes. So far, howev- 
er, he has not explained how it is that 
Debaes’s family and neighbours remember 
Dewinter visiting his revisionist financier at 
his Antwerp home. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


ITALY 


Fini courts northern separatists 


As Italy prepares for November’s city council 
elections in the country’s ten biggest cities, 
the far right is hoping to build on its lone suc- 
cess in March, when Forza Italia (FI) won 
with a minority of votes after its left-wing 
opponents failed to unite. 

Apart from in Venice it seems unlikely that 
the Milan victory will be repeated. In Venice, 
however, there have been backroom efforts 
supposedly to heal the deep rift between the 
fascist Alleanza Nazionale (AN) and 
Umberto Bossi’s declining Lega Nord. 

The decision to throw Bossi a political 
lifebelt appears to have been the outcome of a 
decision by AN boss Gianfranco Fini that pri- 
ority must be given to defeating the left, even 
if that means trying to renew the alliance with 
the temperamental leader of the Lega Nord. 

Early indications suggest Bossi will 
respond favourably to Fini’s overtures. Bossi 
is sworn to vengeance against the left, which 
humiliated him by winning elections in the 
city he had designated as the capital of his 
fantasy northern republic of Padania. The left 
also organised a massive demonstration 
against the terrorist occupation of a city 
church tower by separatists. 

During the trial of nine men captured by 
police after the occupation of the tower, it is 
noteworthy that as many AN and other fas- 
cists as Lega Nord supporters turned out to 
show solidarity with the accused. The open 
support is to some extent natural because if 
one ignores the rabid separatism, there is 
much in the terrorists’ aims that the fascists 
can support. Both groups oppose immigra- 
tion, mixed marriages, abortion and religions 
other than Catholicism. 

The AN’s opportunism — the result of Fini 
realising that he must wait for his moment — 


is nevertheless rather surprising. The official 
AN position is not merely strong opposition 
to Lega Nord secessionism, but also favours 
Italian expansion along the Dalmatian coast 
in neighbouring Slovenia and Croatia. 

Somehow Fini, the ultimate political acro- 
bat, has found a way of squaring the circle. 
He has promised that, in exchange for a local 
electoral pact, the AN will support Lega Nord 
demands for a referendum on secession. 

Although this appears to be a kind offer, 
it is in fact a lifebelt weighted with lead. 
Venice is the one region where the Lega 
Nord’s vote has slumped. Clearly Fini hopes 
to attract the remnants of the Lega Nord to his 
own party, thereby sealing Bossi’s fate as a 
political has-been. A similar tactic seem to be 
behind the appeal by Fini’s ally Silvio 
Berlusconi, leader of the FI, to the rank and 
file of the Lega Nord to dump the unreliable 
Bossi and give their backing to an electoral 
bloc. 

Whatever the outcome in the Venice region, 
the FI and AN have already set out their table 
in Rome. The FI candidate is a relatively 
unknown businessman but his AN running 
mate is the notorious fascist and Mussolini 
fan Teodoro Buontempo. After the 
Movimento Politico was outlawed, it was 
Buontempo who allowed the nazi gang use 
the premises of the AN’s predecessor, the 
MSI, as a headquarters. 

More recently, he has proposed the con- 
struction of a ghetto for Romany people. 
Ominously, he has also pledged to include 
members of Pino Rauti’s hardline fascist 
MSI-Flame in any governing right-wing 
coalition. 


From our Italian correspondent 
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A year after Searchlight exposed right-wing plot to destabilise South Africa 
Hani murderer admits aim was chaos 


“In our battle against the Antichrist, murder 
can be justified in some circumstances.” So 
pleaded Clive Derby-Lewis to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in South Africa 
last month. His testimony was part of a bid by 
himself and Janusz Walus to gain amnesty for 
crimes committed under apartheid. 

The two men are currently serving life for 
the murder of Chris Hani, the former African 
National Congress Military Commander who 
was seen by many as Nelson Mandela’s heir 
apparent. His widow, the ANC MP Limpho 
Hani, is opposing amnesty. In the eyes of her 
supporters, the killing of Chris Hani in 1993 
was not the last act of terror under the 
apartheid regime, but the first in the new 
South Africa. 

At the time of the murder Walus was a 
Polish immigrant who had come to South 
Africa as a right-wing mercenary. Derby- 
Lewis was vice president of the Conservative 
Party and president of the international 
extremist lobby group, the Western Goals 
Initiative, a right wing collective which 
brought together European nazis, Central 
American death squad leaders and British 
Conservative MPs. 

A considerable amount of previously undis- 
closed information has emerged during the 
hearings, including the confession of the 
assassin Walus. When he confronted Hani 
outside his home, the ANC leader merely 
greeted his killer with a warm “hi there”. 
Walus felt nothing as he pulled the trigger of 
the gun that Derby-Lewis had supplied. 

The shot hit Hani in the stomach. He 
screamed and fell down, Walus told the 
police. “It was a scream of fear. He was lying 
down when I shot him in the head. One shot 
in the ear and two shots behind the same ear.” 

Derby-Lewis seems to have done himself 
few favours in court, as he attempted to 
explain his actions. “I do not expect the Hani 
family to forgive me, but to understand that 
there was nothing personal in the attack. If 
anything, it is an indication of the importance 
of the man.” 

When Derby-Lewis received news of 
Hani’s murder, he and his wife were having 
tea at a friend’s house. “We finished off our 
tea and then went to do some shopping.” He 
said that when the police came to arrest him, 
he went white. “One of them said I’d better 
lie down and called for some sugar water.” 

His testimony has also confirmed what 
Searchlight revealed in a three-part exclusive 


The white supremacist 
mission to destroy the new 
South Africa, revealed in 
Searchlight in a three-part 
special feature. 
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Above: Gaye Derby- 
Lewis gives support to 
her husband Clive 
(above right) at his 
amnesty hearing. 
Right: Chris Hani: his 
murder was ‘nothing 
personal’ 


last year, the existence of a 
right-wing plot to provoke 
a civil war in South Africa. 
Derby-Lewis told the court 
that the objective of the 
killing was to plunge the 
country into chaos which 
could be used to advantage 
the right to effect a takeover. He believed that 
the conditions for a coup were present in 
1993: 

In its special feature, Searchlight revealed 
the right-wing conspiracy of violence and 
terror designed to undermine the 1994 all- 
party elections. The strategy of tension was 
part of a campaign to achieve a whites-only 


enclave in South Africa, the Volkstaat. Over ~ 


50 mercenaries, mostly from Europe, joined 
local nazis in committing dozens of bombings 
and murders. European nazis from The 
Netherlands, Belgium and Britain were 
involved in recruiting, financing and safe- 
housing the mercenaries. 

Searchlight’s research has been taken up by 
South African journalists and used by the 
lawyers representing the Hani family. 
Furthermore, the ANC has urged the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission to 
reopen investigations 
into Hani’s murder. 
In a written submis- 
sion presented by 
Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki, the 
ANC has argued that 
the Commission 
should use the 
amnesty inquiry to 
study new evidence 
that has come to 









light since the original trial. 

One of its allegations is that 
state terrorism and _ covert 
operations did not end with 
the unbanning of the ANC and 
other liberation movements in 
1990. Concern has _ been 
expressed that the far-right 
Orde Boerevolk carried out 
acts of terrorism on behalf of 
the intelligence services. Two 
members who escaped to 
Britain claimed that they were 
really working under the 
instructions of South African 
military intelligence with the 
specific aim of destabilising 
black communities in general 
and the ANC in_ particular. 
The two men went on to claim 
responsibility for several mur- 
ders, including one taxi rank 
bombing. 

The gun that Walus used to kill Chris Hani 
came from the Orde Boerevolk, which in turn 
stole it from a military base. 

There is also the unresolved case of Arthur 
Kemp, the South African who turned up in 
London in 1996. During the murder trial it 
emerged that it was Kemp, a political journal- 
ist and right-winger, who supplied the alleged 
hit list to Gaye Derby-Lewis, wife of the 
Conservative politician. He later appeared as 
a state witness in the trial. 

Kemp also had a long connection with 
South African intelligence. More information 
has emerged about his dubious past since 
Searchlight exposed him last year. Then we 
charted his career from the secret service 
funded National Student Federation to anoth- 
er intelligence front organisation, Victims 
Against Terrorism. He later joined the securi- 
ty branch of the police, before becoming a 
journalist and activist on the right. He accom- 
panied Clive Derby-Lewis on at least one trip 


to Britain, during which Derby-Lewis 
addressed Conservative politicians and 
Monday Club members. 


Kemp’s true activities during this period 
and precise knowledge of the Hani killing 
have never been conclusively explained. So 
far the South African authorities have 
remained silent. As long as the files remain 
closed, the family of Chris Hani, like thou- 
sands of others, will continue to wait for true 
justice. 


SEARCHLIGHT 


ON THE STATES 


Second Oklahoma bomb 
trial opens in Colorado 





erry Nichols’s trial for his role in the 

Oklahoma City bombing began on 29 

September in Denver, Colorado. Like 

Tim McVeigh, Terry Nichols faces the death 

penalty. But do not expect the Nichols trial to 

resemble the government’s slam-dunk against 
McVeigh last spring. 

Nichols was at home with his family in 
Kansas the day the bomb exploded, not 
speeding down an Oklahoma highway as was 
McVeigh. The attorneys are different too. 
Prosecutor Joseph Hartzler left for a federal 
judgeship. The lead defence counsel Stephen 
Jones, who spent 18 months blowing smoke 
at the media but only three days presenting 
McVeigh’s case to the jury, departed under 
less salutary circumstances. Nichols’s attor- 
ney, Michael Tigar, has a history of winning 
tough cases, including several for left-wing 
clients. 

In the weeks to come, Tigar will attempt to 
discount the damaging statements Nichols 
made to FBI investigators in the days imme- 
diately after the bombing. Look for the pres- 
ence of older brother James hanging like a 
guillotine blade over Terry Nichols. 

While in their twenties, the brothers mar- 
ried sisters from a town just 30 miles from 
their Decker, Michigan farm. For Terry, both 
farming and the marriage failed and in 1988, 
aged 33, he enlisted in the army. There he 
met his alleged co-conspirators Tim McVeigh 
and Michael Fortier. Terry’s first wife, Lana, 
filed for divorce, and in 1989, after less than 
a year’s service, he received a hardship dis- 
charge to care for his natural son Josh. 

After a brief stint farming again with his 
brother, Terry Nichols went to the Phillipines 
and married Marife Torres early in 1991, 
according to press accounts. Marife then 
spent seven months clearing immigration hur- 
dles and by the time she rejoined Terry in the 
USA she was six months pregnant by a for- 
mer boyfriend. Two years later, in November 
1993, Marife found that child dead in the 
Michigan farmhouse, a plastic bag over its 
head and shoulders. The death was ruled acci- 
dental. 

Nichols started storing precious metals and 
reading survivalist literature in the mid- 
1980s, during his first marriage, according to 
some reports. By 1992 he had embraced 
Posse Comitatus-type ideas in a letter accus- 
ing the Chase Manhattan bank of loaning 
unconstitutional money. At one point Nichols 


tried to pay off his credit card with a so-- 


called Fractional Reserve Check circulated by 











Alleged conspirator Terry Nichols: his 
lawyer has won many tough cases 


a far-right outfit, Family Farm Preservation. 
The Fractional Reserve Check was simply a 
more primitive form of the false bank drafts 
later created by the Montana Freeman. 

When the credit card company went to 
court to collect the debt, Nichols attempted to 
elude prosecution by “revoking” his citizen- 
ship — a common Posse-type ploy that never 
works. He declared himself a “non-resident 
alien, non-foreigner, stranger to the current 
state of the forum’. He told the judge he was 
a “common law” individual. The credit com- 
pany’s contracts were “all based on fraud”, he 
charged. Nichols’s embrace of Posse argu- 
ments continued when he bought a pick-up 
truck, failed to register it and made his own 
licence plate. 

Nichols’s adoption of Posse doctrine appar- 
ently did not extend to his family life, howev- 
er, and he remained married to Marife, who 
could never claim status as a white sovereign. 
James Nichols adopted the doctrine more 
surely — he “revoked” his citizenship earlier, 
in 1990, and regularly drank hydrogen perox- 
ide, a practice promoted in Posse circles as a 
health measure. 

McVeigh lived at the Michigan farmstead 
with the brothers during the autumn of 1993 
(when Marife’s child died), and the three of 
them worked on the harvest. A Washington 
Post article quoted an unnamed investigator 
who said that Terry, James and McVeigh 
formed a local three-man cell of an organisa- 





tion called The Patriots and distributed Posse- 
type literature. That claim has not been con- 
firmed, but the three did attend several 
Michigan militia meetings. At about the same 
time Nichols and McVeigh began sharing a 
single long distance calling card issued to 
“Darryl Bridges” and sold by Liberty Lobby’s 
Spotlight. 

Nichols moved to Kansas in 1994. For six 
months he worked for a Marion County 
farmer who also had Posse-style beliefs. Then 
on 30 September 1994, according to the origi- 
nal indictment, Nichols bought 40 bags of 
fertiliser weighing one ton — the first ingredi- 
ents of the Oklahoma City bomb. 

The case will not end with a verdict on 
Nichols. An Oklahoma grand jury convened 
by petition is investigating prior knowledge 
by law enforcement agencies of the bomb 
plot. Civil suits filed by victims and their 
families remain unlitigated, and at least one is 
aimed at discovering government misdeeds. 
Oklahoma wants its own state murder trials to 
follow the federal trials in Denver. And there 
will be years of appeals. 


373 boneheads at 
Michigan Nordic Fest, 
Klansman claims 


Klansman David Neumann has claimed that 
373 boneheads from the United States and 
Canada attended a Nordic Fest music rally in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. He had earlier 
claimed 600 white power skinheads and 
seven bands would turn up. 

Neumann’s Bloodbond Enterprises, an out- 
fit which sells Klan and neo-nazi parapherna- 
lia from Waters, Michigan, and Stormfront 
Records, a Wisconsin-based music distribu- 
tor, sponsored the event. Neumann also heads 
a break-away faction of the Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

The rally was on a 20-acre site and atten- 
dees slept in tents and recreational vehicles 
on the property. Bands scheduled to appear 
included Intimidation One, a _ Portland, 


Oregon trio associated with a group called 
Volksfront; Max Resist and the Hooligans, a 
“ Resistance Records band; Blue Eyed Devils 
and No Alibi. 








Already sentenced to death for the 
bombing: Timothy McVeigh 
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Franco’s legacy: 
nazi skinheads 
spread fear on 
Spanish streets 


Te: November will once again see 
the coming together of European fas- 
cists in Spain to commemorate the 
death of Franco in 1975. But although 
Franco’s regime died with him, and the 
wheels of democratic government have 
been set in motion, the spirit of Franco still 
lives on inside today’s fascist movement in 
Spain. 

Many fascists take their ideas from the 
Falange Espafiola de las JONS (Juntas de 
Ofensiva Nacional-Sindicalistas — Spanish 
Phalanx of the boards of the National- 
Syndicalist Offensive), which considered 
itself a direct continuation of the Francoist 
movement of the same name (which was 
banned in 1977). Hence contemporary 
Spanish fascists endorse conventionally 
Spanish, and Spanish fascist, principles: reli- 
gion, family and tradition on the one hand 
and anti-communism, survival of the fittest, 
law and order, national unity, racism and 
Opposition to regionalist separatist move- 
ments on the other. 

The Falange de los JONS was joined in 
1979 by the FN (Fuerza Nueva — New Force) 
to form the Union Nacional (National Union) 
alliance which contested that year’s general 
elections. The FN had been set up by the 
Francoist politician Blas Pifiar in 1976. After 
a disappointing election result in 1982 the 
majority faction of the party declared its dis- 
solution. Pifiar went on to found the Frente 
Nacional in 1986. Smaller groups were later 
created or branched off from Fuerza Nueva 
until they collaborated to become the Alianza 
por la Unidad Nacional (Alliance for National 
Unity), which is now led by Ricardo Saenz de 
Ynestrillas. 

According to sources in Spain AUN 
and Democracia Nacional (another fascist 
political group, led until recently by Juan 
Peligro) have little political power, despite 
benefiting from legal status and the support- 
ing history of fascist movements in Spain. 
Even so, a leading anti-fascist in Madrid 
affirmed that “Ynestrillas is one of the most 
dangerous fascists in Spain, he has ambitions 
to turn AUN into a massive national party on 
the same scale as the Front Nationale in 
France”. 

It is this dangerous man who is the closest 
of the Spanish fascists to the members of the 
British National Party and International Third 
Position (ITP) from Britain who turn up in 
Spain every year to commemorate Franco. 
During one of these visits Paul Burns, a 
British nazi active on the music scene, was 
charged with assaulting a black man along- 
side two German thugs. The AUN rushed in 
a leading party lawyer to look after his 
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interests. Chris Marchant of the ITP lives in 


Spain and receives frequent visits from other 
top ITP officials, such as Colin Todd. 

The AUN also appears to be responsible for 
arranging “safe housing” in Spain for FAP 
members on the run from Germany and for 
one of the most important postwar nazis, the 
ageing and sickly Otto Ernst Remer. Remer, 
who saved Hitler from the July bomb plotters 
in 1944, has acted as mentor to a number of 
key postwar German nazi leaders. He and his 
former business partner Alois Brunner, the 
most wanted war criminal still at large in 
Syria, have had close ties with several despot- 
ic regimes in the Middle East. 

But while AUN and Democracia Nacional 
may not have much impact on Spanish soci- 
ety, the skinhead groups that emerged from 
the former European nazi umbrella organisa- 
tion CEDADE certainly do. 

CEDADE (Circulo de Amigos de Europa — 
Spanish Circle of Friends of Europe) was 
formed in 1965 by fascists including fugitive 
Italians, Germans and Spanish veterans from 
the Blaue division. After the demise of the 
Franco regime it became the most important 
fascist political movement to emerge in 
Spain. 

Before its collapse its affiliates numbered 
over 6,000. It had sister organisations in 








Above: CEDADE parades at the 
annual international nazi rally 
in Diksmuide, Belgium, in the 
late 1970s alongside the British 
League of St George. 

Left: The late Leon Degrelle, 
Belgian wartime collaborator 
and Waffen SS general, who 
found a safe haven in postwar 
Spain, both during the Franco 
years and the years of socialist 
government that followed 


France, Ecuador, Argentina, Portugal 
and elsewhere, all using the acronym 
CEDADE. Its principal activities 
consisted of camping, printing and 
distribution of fascist publications 
and propaganda, demonstrations and 
social events. It adopted classic 
national socialist policies including 
antisemitism, white supremacism, 
nationalism and  anti-communism 
among others. Some of the youth 
movements that later evolved from it 
also preached ecological messages to 
conceal their racist undertones. One 
of CEDADE’s chief ideologists was 
Cristian Ruiz, who now uses the 
name Jorge Ruiz. 

When it folded in 1993, it left behind a 
residue of projects and movements: the 
Institute of Social Studies, “Liberated 
Europe”, numerous political writers, and the 
National Democratic Party. Several youth 
movements evolved from it, the first of which 
was Juventudes Vikingas (Viking Youth). 
This group developed into other movements, 
with the result that today there exist a number 
of extremely violent skinhead organisations 


in Spain. 
In Madrid CENR (Coordinacién de 
Estudiantes Nacional-Revolucionarias — 


Coordination of Revolutionary Students) has 
existed since 1983, alongside Bases 
Autonomas (Autonomous Bases), which col- 
lapsed for a period in 1987 after members 
were arrested for covering the streets with 
posters portraying Adolfo Saurez, the former 
Socialist Party Prime Minister, as a traitor. 
The group reemerged in 1992 and today the 
leadership of Bases Autonomas and CENR is 
shared between Fernando Perdices, the pro- 
prietor of the fascist book shop DSO, and the 
two brothers Juan Jose and Alfonso Ruiz de 
Castro. 

In Valencia the equivalent of Bases 
Autonomas is called Accién Radical (Radical 
Action). In Barcelona and Cantabria, Zona 
Norte (North Zone) and Vanguardias 
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An Irish survivor of the war against Franco 
brought the Connolly Brigade’s banner 





Nacional-Revolucionarias (National 
Revolutionary Vanguards) spread fear 
throughout the streets. This fear is felt 
not only among the obvious targets of 
fascism, such as immigrants, Gypsies, 
homosexuals and people from the politi- 
cal left, but also by anyone who dis- 
pleases them. Recently an attack took 
place in a bar in the lively, cosmopoli- 
tan, middle-class area of Gracia in 
Barcelona. The area is known for its 
work on anti-racism, peace and human 
rights. Perhaps this was the motive 
behind the attack by 10 to 15 skinheads, 
who launched an assault against every- 
one in the bar. A spokesman from the 
Spanish branch of SOS Racisme, based 
in Barcelona, commented: “They don’t 
care who they attack, violence is ‘recre- 
ation’ and anyone who is not one of 
them is a target”. 


Tatty little magazine published 
by the Spanish allies of the 
Sargent clan within Britain’s nazi 
terror groups 
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Since the fall of Franco’s regime there 
have been no significantly strong fascist 
political parties. Sheelagh Ellwood, of the 
research and analysis department of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, in 
part attributes this to the fact that despite 
“Spain’s long experience of authoritarian 
government, the regime left no legacy ... its 
very longevity led to a popular weariness of 
such parties which has not yet been replaced 
by new yearnings for ‘law and order’ as 
paramount values”. Nevertheless, the 
aggressive attacks by skinheads, which 
are commonplace in many parts of 
Spain, and the fashionability and growth 
of these movements can only mean that 
while many people face the prospect of more 
terror, AUN and Democracia Nacional can 
look forward to the time when skinhead boys 
become men and can be introduced to the 
dangerous politics of Ynestrillas and the 
likes. 


Searchlight wishes to thank Lucha Autonoma 
(Madrid), Moxtoles Anti-fascistas (Madrid) 
and SOS Racisme (Barcelona) for assistance 
with this article 
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When 36 anti-fascists left Hammersmith and Fulham to fight in 
Spain with the International Brigades, they had to conceal the true 
purpose of their trip across Europe. Britain’s non-intervention policy 
meant that to the authorities International Brigaders were 
renegades. 

Some 60 years later, an audience of over 100 veterans and friends 
gathered in Bishop's Park in the London Borough of Hammersmith 
for an official tribute to these brave anti-fascists: an unveiling of a 
memorial commissioned by the local council and Hammersmith and 
Fulham Trades Union Council. 

Jack Jones, the former Transport and General Workers Union gen- 
eral secretary, who also fought in Spain, unveiled the memorial, 
which is inscribed with the names of the 36 local volunteers. He told 
the audience: “There is no doubt that in the history of man there are 










Brigades”. 

Some 40,000 volunteers, he recalled, “were prepared to leave 
their homes and families to defend democracy and advance the 
cause of freedom ... democracy in Spain owes a very great deal to 
the courage and sacrifices they made in delaying the advance of 
fascism”. 

Bill Alexander, secretary of the International Brigades Association, 
said that Brigaders went to Spain not only out of solidarity, “but 
also to defend our own homes” against the rising tide of fascism in 
the 1930s. He warned that “today racism is a breeding ground for 
fascism”, but inspiration “can be drawn” from the Brigades’ own 
epic fight. 
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Searchlight special feature 





Hoyerswerda six years on 
racist attacks continue unchecked 


change in  Hoyerswerda,” 

complains Kerstin Grummt 
about the east German town which six 
years ago gained international notori- 
ety overnight after a nazi-inspired 
pogrom against foreigners. 


6 OP ii think anything will 


Kerstin is an energetic woman but has 
come to the brink of nervous collapse. Since 
1992, she and her Turkish husband have run a 
small Turkish takeaway cafe and a larger 
restaurant in Hoyerswerda. During these five 
years, the businesses have been the targets of 
racist attacks on at least 30 occasions. 

The takeaway, Merhaba, is a small unobtru- 
sive hut in the middle of a grey concrete jun- 
gle of flats comprising the WKII housing 
estate. The most recent attack occurred at the 
beginning of August. 

“They came in the night and smashed all 
the windows and then daubed the hut with 
nazi slogans,” explains Kerstin, who has kept 
a “souvenir” from the attack: a sticker from 
the fascist paper Europa Vorn, which is pub- 
lished in Cologne. Kerstin found it on the 
cafe wall. 

Since the attack, Kerstin and her husband 
take turns to guard the hut at night because, 
she says, “we can expect nothing from the 
police,” adding “they didn’t even take away 
the stones that were used to smash the 
windows”. 

None of her complaints to the authorities 
have led to the arrest of the culprits and 
Kerstin is convinced that she has “stumbled 
into a wall of silence”. The frequent attacks 
have left her with a heart condition and she is 
on tranquillisers. 

Before her marriage to Mustafa, who came 
to Hoyerswerda from Berlin, Kerstin, 37, 
“would never have believed that racism in the 
town could be so bad”. Other small business- 
es have been forced to close, their owners 
driven out by racist violence. For example, a 
Vietnamese friend, who also ran a takeaway, 
gave up her business last year after boneheads 
broke her arm and stuffed her into a rubbish 
skip. 

While these things go on _ daily, 
Hoyerswerda officialdom does not want to 
know about racism and xenophobia. “The 
mayor doesn’t want to comment on this sub- 
ject,” says Stefan Skora, press officer for the 
Party of Democratic Socialism mayor Hans- 
Dieter Graémlich. 

Skora continues: “Every September, on the 
anniversary of the outrages, the press rings 
up. Why don’t they report that next year 
Hoyerswerda will stage Saxon Day, 
Germany’s second biggest festival?” 

When asked how many foreign people still 
live in the city, Skora answers abruptly: “If 
foreigners don’t want to live in Hoyerswerda, 
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that is their decision”. As if the September 
1991 pogrom had nothing to do with it. 

In fact, foreigners are a rare sight in this 
Saxon town which was catapulted into the 
world’s headlines in September 1991 when, 
for a whole week, mobs of Germans hounded 
and assaulted Mozambican contract workers 
and asylum seekers from other countries. 

The last refugees were whisked out of the 
town in tour buses by special police action 
squads on the night of 25 September 1991. 
The Mozambicans were sacked shortly after- 
wards from their jobs at the nearby Black 
Pump opencast brown coal mine and flown 
back to Mozambique. There now remain only 
about 240 foreigners — former contract work- 
ers, ethnic Germans from Russia and a few 
Bosnian war refugees — in Hoyerswerda. 





Nazis like these typical specimens are 
no longer so visible in Hoyerswerda, 
but they have not gone away 


One hardly ever encounters them on the 
street; only the presence of an Indian, a Greek 
and a Chinese restaurant indicate that 
Hoyerswerda is not so “foreigner free” as the 
whole German nazi movement boasted after 
the pogrom. 

“The last time a group of boneheads came 
storming into the restaurant and started shout- 
ing that ‘shit foreigners’ are taking jobs away 
from Germans, my husband told them that we 
have created jobs and have taken nothing 
from anyone,” explains Kirsten shaking her 
head. She and her husband now employ 12 
people in the cafe, the restaurant and a new 
firm that prepares doner kebabs and “delivers 
as far away as Chemnitz”. 

This kind of job creation cuts little ice and 
the slogan that “foreigners only take our jobs” 
has a very potent appeal among 
Hoyerswerda’s 24 per cent unemployed. This 
is what the young men with bonehead hair- 
cuts say as they sit drinking beer all day in 
front of the big Lausitz shopping centre. 

It is also heard among the residents of 
housing estate WKIII, where the refugees 
were housed. Local people there claim that 
“the media played it all up” during the 
pogrom. “If it weren’t for the press, 
Hoyerswerda would be a town like any 
other,” explains a former employee of the 
Black Pump mine who, like so many others, 
has been “signing on for several years”. 

He has no answer to the question of 
whether Hoyerswerda has got better as a 
result of the expulsion of the refugees six 
years ago, but clings stubbornly to his opin- 
ion that “asylum seekers lie about doing noth- 
ing all day and cash in on our social assis- 








Fascist filth poisons minds of white youth 


Ray Hill, Searchlight’s “supermole” of the 
early 1980s, was invited recently to 
lecture in Evora, Portugal, at the annual 
European Union of Jewish Students sum- 
mer university. 

Students from Britain, Belgium, Germany 
and Italy heard Ray speak on the subjects of 
fascist propaganda and the conspiracy theo- 
ry of history. He shared the platform with 
Dr Angelica Koster, a sitting member of the 
German Bundestag who represents the 
Green Party. 

Ray explained the seductive nature of fas- 
cist propaganda, the way in which its appeal 
is largely directed to white, working-class 
youth and the devastating effect that it can 
have, not only upon ethnic minorities who 
suffer as a result of it but also upon those 
whose minds are poisoned by such filth 
while the largely middle-class leadership of 
the fascist groups simply goes merrily on its 
way recruiting more “cannon fodder”. 

What greatly pleased Ray was the open 
and honest debate that took place on racism, 
fascism, social problems in Europe and, not 
least, the question of the Middle East. He 
was particularly impressed by the attitude of 
this group of Jewish students towards the 
peace process and by their determination to 
work for a just and fair settlement, of the 
problems of that region. He made the wry 
comment that middle-aged political leaders 
of all persuasions in that region could very 
profitably spend a little time listening to 
groups of young people such as these. 

Another point of interest to emerge from 
Ray’s visit was some first-hand knowledge 
about conditions for ethnic minorities in the 
Balkans. Ms Kamelia Anguelova works for 
a non-governmental human rights organisa- 
tion in Bulgaria and she revealed the 


tance. Otherwise”, he says, “it’s quiet here”. 

In that he is right. After dark, Hoyerswerda 
is like a cemetery. Neither on the windswept 
concrete housing estates, where almost 
55,000 people live, nor in the half-repaired 
alleys of the old town, which houses 8,000 
people, is there much visible community life. 
“Tt is so quiet”, quipped Kerstin, “that a a 
guest from Dresden said we should turn 
Hoyerswerda into a spa ... but the town isn’t 
* pretty enough”. 

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall almost 
10,000 people have moved out and this trend 
shows no sign of ending. “It is the young peo- 
ple above all who are leaving,” says 
Reinhardt Vogel, superintendent of the 
Protestant church in Hoyerswerda’s old town. 

The small group of confirmation candidates 
who meet at the church each week echo the 
pastor’s opinion. “My brothers and sisters 
couldn’t get apprenticeships and moved to 
western Germany,” explained a 14-year-old 
girl. And her intentions? “Straight out of here 
when I leave school,” she says, the others 
nodding their agreement. 

Almost all the youngsters are familiar with 
unemployment in their homes and the state- 
ments they hear every evening while watch- 
ing television: “in Germany, there are simply 
too many foreigners”. Not one goes to school 





appalling prejudice to which minorities, 
particularly Gypsies, are subjected in that 
country. Searchlight has now established 
contacts with Ms Anguelova’s organisation 
and will be able to keep readers informed of 
events in that part of the world in future. 
Ray, who last year was made an honorary 
vice president of the British National Union 
of Students, felt that he benefited enormous- 
ly from his time in Portugal, although at the 
end of a week of seminars, speeches and 
workshops he announced to the 250 stu- 
dents that he had greatly enjoyed himself 
but was now “totally knackered’”. When the 
British students explained this English col- 
loquialism to their colleagues it resulted in 
gales of laughter and unmerciful teasing of 
Ray during the final day at the university. 
Even so it is notable that at the final meet- 
ing between students and organisers the 
unanimous request of the students was: 
“Please invite Ray Hill again next year”. 











Jewish students out sightseeing 
during their international conference 
in Portugal 





with foreign pupils, none of them even knows 
any foreigners — except for one who has a 
Hungarian uncle. Foreigners are people one 
meets on holiday, apparently, as did Gabriele 
who “liked my holiday with my mother in 
Italy last summer”. The trip was only spoiled 
when she met Germans. “When we explained 
to a German couple on the campsite that we 
came from Hoyerswerda, they only glared at 
us and then stopped talking to us,” Gabriele 
recalled. 

She said that she has argued about racism 
with her father and has “nothing against for- 
eigners” but the history of the town is not dis- 
cussed in families, school or during confirma- 
tion classes. Why? “Because people here 
have other worries,” exclaims Reinhardt 
Vogel. To rescue the honour of his church, he 
recounts how he set up a telephone tree in his 
community after the 1991 pogrom to ensure 
that the women and children among the asy- 
lum seekers were evacuated. 

His church, which “always stands for the 
underdog”, gave sanctuary to the wives and 
children of the racist rioters a week later 
because they “were afraid of the anti-fascist 
demonstrators from Berlin. But”, declares 
Vogel, “the problem with the right-wingers in 
Hoyerswerda has receded”. 

To some extent this is true. A few of the 


leading activists of the banned Deutsche 
Alternative, such as Roman Dannenberg, who 
partly led the 1991 pogrom, have cleared off. 
Dannenberg was last seen in the picturesque 
Bavarian town of Hof, where he is active in 
the nazi Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands. 

Other post-1989 “first generation” nazi 
activists have dropped out or immersed them- 
selves in crime. After a left-wing musician 
was murdered during a nazi attack on a con- 
cert in 1993, the chief suspect hanged himself 
in custody a few days later. Hoyerswerda 
mourned. Later, three of his fellow killers, 
given light sentences for manslaughter, 
crashed their car into a train and were killed. 

So the nazis are no longer so visible and 
everybody is pleased, the police, the 
Verfassungsschutz internal security service 
and, above all, the few left-wing youngsters 
in Hoyerswerda. They hold punk and hip-hop 
concerts in the graffiti-emblazoned “Dock 
28” cellar club and are happy that “the con- 
stant attacks we had in 1993 and 1994 have 
stopped”. 

Nobody in the town seems to have noticed 
what has really happened, namely that 
Hoyerswerda’s nazis have followed the feder- 
al trend and organised themselves in semi- 
secret underground cells. 

The nazis’ boastful message on the fascist 
“Thule Netz” computer bulletin board that 
“Hoyerswerda will again be National” has 
been blissfully ignored, just like the racist 
attacks on the Grummts. It will be interesting 
to see the town’s reaction when the nazis try 
to turn their promise of a repetition of the 
events of 1991 into action. 


From a special correspondent 


FRANCE 


FN mayor convicted 


Catherine Mégret, the fascist mayor of the 
southern French town of Vitrolles, has been 
convicted by a court in Aix-en-Provence for 
making racist remarks in a newspaper inter- 
view. 

“ Mégret, wife of Front National leadership 
contender Bruno Mégret, was given a three 
months’ suspended prison sentence and fined 
£5,250, but was allowed — against the wishes 
of the state prosecutor — to retain her civic 
position. 

The cause of the prosecution was com- 
ments she made in February in an interview 
with the German newspaper Berliner Zeitung, 
in which she stated that she wanted to scrap 
social welfare for immigrants and give the 
money saved to French people. “You will see 
how quickly the immigrants will scurry 
away,” she declared, “when there is no more 
cash for them”. She also claimed that there 
were genetic differences between people of 
different skin colours. 

The charges against Mme Mégret were 
brought after numerous public complaints 
about her remarks. One person who did not, 
of course, complain was Mégret’s fiihrer 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. However, when he jour- 
neyed south to Vitrolles in mid-September to 
show solidarity with his protégé, outraged 
anti-racist townspeople pelted him with eggs. 
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The Klan revisited | "TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


Next month, seven years after Searchlight 
moles helped expose the operations of the Ku 
Klux Klan in Britain in a special edition of 
Searchlight, the national press and a televi- 
sion documentary, we revisit the men and 
women who hide beneath the sheets. 

The past two years have seen a growing 
number of attempts to revitalise the British 
Klan and despite television and press exposés 
the group has attracted visits from US 
Klansmen to help it set up in business once 
again. 

Searchlight’s November issue will reveal 
the key players, their other political affilia- 
tions and their plans to bring their brand of 
race hate and violence to Britain. 


Searchlight on the ~ 
World Wide Web 


Have you visited | 
Searchlight’s web site yet? | 
Anti-fascists worldwide 

are now making use of this 


facility. It includes plenty 
of current news as well as 
selected articles from past 
issues of the magazine. 


Visit us now on : 
www.s-light.demon.co.uk — 
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Searchlight wishes to thank all the trade 
unionists who helped make our presence at 
this year’s Trade Union Congress such a suc- 
cess (report, page 13). 

One of the key areas of work for which del- 
egates thanked us was our assistance to union 
members who have been threatened by nazis 
or racists and to unions themselves which 
have had to fight racists at tribunals. The 
message is clear: we are here to service you 
in these areas should you require expert 
knowledge of the extreme right. 

If you have a national or regional meeting 
or training course where you __ think 
Searchlight could make a contribution to fur- 
thering the ability of trade unions to under- 
stand the causes and nature of racism and hit 
back at the racists, then why not drop us a 


line at TUFS. Hopefully we can help one 
another. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues and special rates for 
training education and future publications. 
First-time affiliates will receive Searchlight 
Educational Trust’s handbook, When hate 
comes to town, which normally costs organi- 
sations £30. 

We urge all readers to get their union 
branches to join. 

Further details and application forms from: 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London, W1M 8JR. 
Tel. 0171 284 4040, fax. 0171 284 4410 
email tufs.@s-light.demon.co.uk. 


and expose such people, we can work togeth- 
er to advance peace for Ulster. 





Northern Ireland peace process 

Are you an officer or member of a Loyalist or 
Republican organisation that has been the tar- 
get for infiltration by far-right groups during 
the long and terrible years of violence in 
Northern Ireland? 

Searchlight would like to hear in confi- 
dence from anybody who has information 
about nazis and fascists who have entered or 
tried to enter such organisations. The extreme 
right is still working to an agenda that could 
wreck the fragile peace. By helping us isolate 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@® How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 


Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ : § Name/Orgatisationiaste:.:;:asgeieteccotpee nt ones eee 1 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this \ i 
unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over , Aaah nate cou ns tse tea renee Mavade ce ae sev conto sie aaaaueunaedehee car there eneeeeten H 
200 pages of information on the history of racism and SMITE 60 cox fxs Ldn csanhag nastics taf eats oc atal asec 
fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. It 1 ......sssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssissonssenienssesesseee 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists 4 Cee eee eee meee esse ener eee een nneneneeaeeeeeesessteennenesneeensseeenes ’ 
everywhere. This book is proving to be the essential Bas cak as bith ateoaneraaseen ct cdtecen ti POSICOGG i ren: late tea tines ' 
reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to TGS. ABNER eee ae secteee eae ac) ater acre terre roto: 
violence. : | | enclose payment of £ ............ FON tesa copies of ! 
Order your copies now | When hate comes to town. 
Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 1 Please send orders with your payment, including | 

: | postage, to i 

a alae ie i a aan Searchlight Educational Trust 

: ‘ 1 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 1 

Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. , Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 { 
Payment with orders ‘Sheed Dep bcesinik IR a Rites aT ho peti 0 2. 4 


A welcome from the valleys 
Will our Welsh friend please let us have the 
balance of the documents that you have sent 
us. We need just a little more to make a major 
exposé very informative and powerful. 

Please contact the same address as before. 


Hate in the post 

If you have received hate material denying 
the Nazi Holocaust, Searchlight would like to 
see a copy of it for a research project in 
which we are participating. 






















